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Introduction 
INTRODUCTION 
Whenever we read about Mahatama Gandhi and 
about his movement regarding our nation, it has a great 
impact on our mind, thinking and ideology. We still 
think and get dazed when ever we think about 
Mahatama Gandhi freeing our such a big nation from 
the chains of the colonial rule. We are compelled to 
assert tha t this was a remarkable feat of Mahatama 
Gandhi to liberate the peninsular India from the 
clutches of an empire about which it is said that—'the 
sun never sets in the British empires'. 
Coming back to my dissertat ion 'Mobilization of 
masses by Gandhi in the national movement 1917-1922\ 
It would be to say tha t Mahatma Gandhi 's presence on 
the political horizon in 1915 hard created a drastic 
impact in the political arena. On one side the political 
parties agile during that period were mainly working in 
the const i tut ional framework of the said period along 
with elite classes with them trying their level best to 
gain freedom but all their efforts were proving futile. 
While on the other hand as soon as Mahatma Gandhi 
came into the political picture he emphasized to gain 
freedom through non-violence means and for which he 
entered into the masses taking up their causes 
explaining them their rights and to fight for them 
through non-violence, therefore, gathered masses by 
fully mixing with them, inhabiting with them with their 
social values, their social sufferings, et iquettes and 
manners . Therefore, Mahatma Gandhi descended deep 
into the feelings of the masses and assembled huge 
crowds for the a t ta inment of freedom for his country. 
This mixing into the social network of the masses plays 
a very significant role because the people feel that at 
least some body is there who cares for their well being, 
for their well-fare and for their free existence. And this 
aspect of Mahatma Gandhi has a meaning. Well on this 
count it was possible for Mahatma Gandhi to amass 
masses and mobilize them for a free India. 
A historical look on this fact will reveal that this 
mobilization of masses was observed in history after the 
appearance of Mahatma Gandhi in the political scenario 
of Indian polity. At this junct ion it was observed that all 
classes of people like workers, peasan t s , women and 
people from all walks of life were gathered on a single 
platform. 
Chapter 1, deal with Mahatma Gandhi 's powerful 
weapon of Ahimsa and Satyagraha. Both these tools as 
used by Mahatma Gandhi among the masses 
revolutionized the entire political scene of that era to 
such an extent that the British empire has to bow down 
on his knees. Though, Mahatma Gandhi was a simple 
man who lived an ordinarily life of a common man and 
among the masses . He was very much impressed by the 
Hindu philosphy and had a great faith in Ramayana and 
Bhagwat Gita, but inspite of this fact he never displayed 
any kind of communal feelings or even talked about 
them. But instead by propagating his philosophy of 
Ramrajya he regularly asserted that all individuals are 
free insignificant of their caste, creed or religion. His 
this aspect of ideology resulted bringing the 
untouchabil i ty which was practiced in the entire 
peninsular India prior to his entry into the political 
scene. This is a remarkable feature of Mahatma 
Gandhi 's character . 
Chapter 2, deals with the issue of Champaran. 
Though initially Mahatma Gandhi had no knowledge 
about Champaran even to the extent tha t he had not 
even heard the name of Champaran. But his philosophy 
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of Ahimsa and Satyagraha impressed the peasants of 
Champaran very much. Raj Kumar Shukla who visited 
Mahatma Gandhi and invited him to Champaran for 
witnessing the conditions of the peasan t s there. 
Mahatma Gandhi visited the Champaran and came to 
know about the forced labour being practiced by British 
planters for the cultivation of indigo. He found that the 
practice of Tinkathia was prevalent there according to 
which the peasants were forced to grow indigo on 3 
ka thas per bighas of land. This was a painful aspect of 
Champaran. On enquiring more about the same 
Mahatma Gandhi really found it disgusting for the 
peasants and a cruel practice by the British planters. 
And therefore, to which he objected. At the first 
instance, the British planters and the British 
government tried to persuade, Mahatma Gandhi to leave 
Champaran, bu t he did not yield to their persuation. 
His tolerance, Ahimsa and Satyagraha ultimately 
brought just ice for the peasants and the British 
government had to compromise with the issue of the 
peasants . Though the compromise was not in 
abundance but still mahatma Gandhi 's role at least 
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effected in the shape of compromise by the colonial 
rule. 
The second chapter also deals with the writings of 
Jud i th Brown and Jacques Pouchepdas, Jud i th Brown 
believes in a 'Sub-contractor ' thesis which goes to say 
that the local leadership of Champaran played a greater 
role while Mahatma Gandhi 's role is insignificant to 
Champaran. Similar is the view of J acques Pouchepedas 
who holds that mass agitation and actual movement 
were independent of Gandhi 's control. 
Chapter 3, this deals with the problem of Kheda and 
Ahmadabad. It was the end of First World War and the 
Indian economy was in an extreme financial condition. 
On the other hand the peasants of Kheda were facing 
extreme conditions in respect to their kharif crops. Due 
to excessive rains the kharif crops were destroyed. With 
the resul t tha t the peasants came under distressing 
financial conditions on the basis of which they desired 
that the land revenue be totally condened so that they 
may not face the extremity of the financial crisis and for 
this they requested the bri t ish government for 
exempting them from the land revenue. But the then 
government did not agree. Ultimately, Mahatma Gandhi 
was called from Champaran to deal with the situation 
who enquired and negotiated the mat ter with the 
government, and some relief's were given to the 
peasants by the concerned government. 
Now, as regards Ahmadabad, the fight here 
consisted between the bus iness class and the labourers. 
Ate that time, Ahmadabad was in the grip of plague and 
this epidemic resulted in the migration of labour class 
to their respective home towns. With the resul t that the 
textile indust r ies of Ahmadabad came to a haul t and the 
bus iness class got totally upset with this mass exodus. 
Therefore, looking to this s i tuat ion the mill owners 
promised and awarded the plague-bonous to their 
workers. As soon as epidemic vanished, this bonous was 
totally rescinted by the bus iness class which lead to an 
upheaval among the workers. There was a demand of 
50-60% by the workers for an increment while the mill 
owners agreed to an increase of 20%. At this juncture 
Mahatama Gandhi intervened between both the classes, 
assess the entire si tuation after enquiry and proposed a 
hike of 35% as the most appropriate . But the business 
class did not agree looking into the condition of workers 
Mahatma Gandhi observed fast unto death for the 
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workers and not for pressur ing the business 
community. Observing this odd si tuat ion the business 
class yielded to Mahatma's proposal and granted a hike 
of 35% to the workers. And the mat ter was settled. 
Chapter 4, deals with the Rowlatt Act of 1919, the 
Khilafat Movement brought into focus by Ali Brothers. 
The British passed the Rowlatt Bill of 1919 with the aim 
of crushing the civil liberties of Indian people and to 
yoke them in order to guide the Indian nation as per 
their wishes. The Rowlatt bill deals with the fact that it 
empowered the executive machinery of the government 
to arrest any person found to be in possession of 
seditious material and to be tried without proving his 
innocence and punishing him for a period of 2 years. 
This aspect was definitely against the law, just ice and 
equity to punish a person without giving him the 
opportunity to prove his innocence. This Mahatma 
Gandhi did not relish it and adopted a non-violent civil 
disobedience against such unjust laws and observed 
hartal on 6th April 1919. Most of the Indian cities were 
affected by this movement, workers went on strike In 
the railway workshop and shops were closed down or in 
other words a normal life came to a haul t in major cities 
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of India. The British administrat ion apprehending that 
disruption of the communication such as railways and 
telegraph decided to clamp down on nat ional is ts . The 
local leaders from various par ts of the country were 
arrested and Mahatama Gandhi was not allowed to enter 
Delhi. Besides all this, the British police on lO^h April 
fired upon a peaceful procession in Amritsar resulting 
in a t tacks on banks , post-offices and railway station. At 
this movement General Dyre took command in his 
hands and martial law was imposed and the incident of 
Jall ianwalla Bagh came into existence on 13 April, 
1919. 
This movement by Mahatma Gandhi led to the 
strikes, clashes with the police and at tacks on 
government buildings, the crowds took to the streets in 
many north Indian towns after the Jall ianwalla Bagh. 
The British government reacted with bruta l repression 
on satyagrahis and humiliated and terrorise the people. 
Satyagrahi were forced to rub their noses on the 
ground, made to crawl on the s t reets and to salute to all 
the whites. Besides, this the people were flogged and 
villages around Gujranwala in Punjab, now in Pakistan, 
were bombed. Mahatma Gandhi did not like this kind of 
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agitation, hence he called off the movement and he 
desired to launch a more broad-based movement in 
India by bringing the Hindus and Muslims on single 
platform. In order to give impetus to this idea Mahatma 
Gandhi took interest in the Khilafat movement so that 
the Indian Muslims should part icipate with him in 
furthering his broad-based movement. For a better 
unders tanding, it will be feasible to look into the 
const i tuents of the khilafat movements. 
It was during the First World War, tha t the Ottoman 
empire in Turkey was defeated and a ha r sh peace treaty 
was to lay its hands on the Ottoman emperor - the 
spiri tual head of the Islamic world. For securing the 
khalifa's temporal power a khilafat committee was 
formed in Bombay in Match 1919, its reins were held by 
two brothers Mohammad Ali and Shauka t Ali who began 
discussing with Mahatma Gandhi about the possibility 
of united mass action on issue. Observing it as a golden 
opportunity to bring Muslims under the umbrage of a 
unified nat ional movement, Mahatma Gandhi intervened 
in the Khilafat movement and in September 1920 at the 
Calcutta session of the Congress he commenced the 
leaders of the need to s tar t a non-violent non-
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cooperation movement in support of khilafat as well as 
for Swaraj. 
In chapter 5, we will see how the year 1920 saw the 
dawn of non-cooperation movement by Mahatma 
Gandhi. He had emphasized about this non-cooperation 
movement in his famous book Hind swaraJ as far back 
as in 1909 in which he s ta tes tha t the British empire 
got established in India on account of the co-operation 
of the Indian people and had survived till this date. He 
says in case the Indian people refused to co-operate the 
British rule in India will fall down within a short span 
of a year and Swaraj would come into our hands . 
Therefore, in order to make this movement success, 
Mahatma Gandhi proposed to start , with the surrender 
of titles that the government had awarded, and a 
boycott of civil services, army, police, courts and 
legislative councils, schools and foreign goods. And in 
case the government acts repressively, a full civil 
disobedience campaign would be launched. With this 
strategy in hand, Mahatma Gandhi and Shaukat Ali 
toured the Indian peninsula extensively for mobilizing 
the popular support for non-cooperation movement. 
Many congress leaders feared tha t the movement 
might lead to a popular violence and hence were 
hesi tant to boycott the council elections scheduled to be 
held in November 1920. A huge contradiction arose 
between the suppor ters and the non-suppor ters of this 
movement and was at its climax between September and 
December 1920. Ultimately the congress session at 
Nagpur in December 1920, a compromise was chalked 
out and the non-cooperation programme was adopted. 
This movement was with held by Mahatma in 
February 1922, as the Chaur i -Chaura incident took 
place. 
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Chapter I 
CHAPTER-1 
GANDHIAN PATH' 
"Honest, but a Bolshevik and for that reason very dangerous"- so 
was Gandhi described in 1918 by lord Willingdon Goverver of 
Bombay. ^  
The above cited lines by Willingdon, depict Gandhi to be a 
revolutionary, of course, as he was able to remove all genre of 
tyranny and social evils and injustice but never had ill-will 
towards any one. 
The questions now arises how this Mahatma was able to 
bring the entire nation on a single platform against the colonial 
state and brought to knee the British empire. Whether he was a 
great saint or prophet? No, it was his love and sacrifice not far 
particular nation, society or community but for everyone, which 
mobilized the masses. 
The whole Gandihian philosophy revolves around the 
concept of Non-violence (Ahimsa) and Satyagraha (path of truth), 
which was believed is be a nucleus for Indian politics and 
became a solid hindrance to the colonial power. He was not 
confined to his country or religion but he worked for humanity. 
Brown Judith - Gandhi's Rise to Power, Indian politics 1915-1920,CamhTidge, 1972, p.g. no-xiii 
It was not for the first time, that people were raising their 
voices against the ruling classes. Our past witnessed many 
popular resistance. There were several instances, when people 
were forced brutally and were engaged in violence. But in many 
situations, protests were totally non violent. For example-
Dhandhak, which was a regular practice in Himalyan state 
(aggrieved people marched to the capital city and demanded an 
audience with the monarch. The people believed that they are 
helping their rulers by drawing his attention to a rottenness 
within his state. The other was hijrat prevalent in Mughal 
Indian. Gandhi was very well acquainted with these tradition2. 
In 1909, an incident flashed back in his mind-"I remember 
an instance when in a small principality, the villagers were 
offended by some command issued by the prince. The former 
immediately began vacating the village. The prince became 
nervous apologized to his subjects and withdrew his command.3 
Even ancient literatures and inscriptions provides 
evidences of such traditions for example-'Carita which appears 
in Manusmiriti and Kaya-varta in Marwar inscriptions of 1141-
4 2 . 4 
" Hardinian David- Gandhi In this Times and Ours, Delhi, 2003, pp-41-43 
Gandhi M.K- Hind Swaraj, trans. Mahadev Desai, Ahmadabad, 1938,p-83 
* Hardiman-Pp.c;7. p-44 
In the region of Gujrat and Rajasthan, 'traga' (carried on by 
members of Bhats and charan communities) was practiced by a 
wronged party to threaten the others, if their grievances mere 
not looked after, s 
Gandhi moulded these practices as they were not 
condemned and restricted by the Supreme British laws but over 
ruled by the feeling of hatred for one another. He wanted to 
launch a legitimate means of resistance, based on older 
practices, keeping in mind to avoid the violent activities. 6 
Ahimsa and Satyagraha were the main weapons carried by 
Gandhi in the entire national struggle. These were not meant for 
bloodshed but to risk one's life to save humanity. 
If we throw light on Mahatma's life, religion had left deep 
impressions on his soul. He puts Tulsidas Ramayana at the top 
of all religious literatures. The recitation of Bhagvat Gita on every 
ekadashi day in Rajot impressed him a lot."^  
At the same place he came into contact with different 
religions and developed a sense of interest, respect and 
toleration in his teens towards other religions. All this made him 
God-fearing man. ^ 
' Ibid-^. 45. 
" Ibid-p. 45. 
' Gandhi-M.K- My Experiment with Truth, trans. Mahadev Dasai, Ahmadabad, 1927, pp-48-51 
' /6;V/-pg-47-48 
It was not only religion literature but secular literature 
equally impressed Gandhian thoughts. He was deeply influenced 
by the writings of Tolstoy, Ruskin and others. "Unto This Last" 
by Ruskin gave strength to his ideas that "the good of individuals 
lies in the good of all", Tolstoy's- The kingdom of God is within 
you showed him the path that how to control and liberate one 
self through sufferings. With all these thoughts and ideas he 
established ashram at Phoenix in South Africa. It was a place of 
communal harmony where persons were sharing same path of 
truth and moralities. Asharam was open for all Indians and non-
Indians. 9 
'Spiritualizing politics' was something which was told to 
Gandhi, by his political Guru, Gopal Krishan Gokhale. Servants 
of Indian Society by Gokhale inspired Gandhi a lot. Its 
application was not limited to his Ashrams but was expanded to 
his politics. 10 In young India-January 1921-Gandhi stated- "If 
India adopted the doctrine of love as an active part of her religion 
and in her politics, Swaraj would descend upon India from 
heaven." 11 
The next phase of Gandhi's life met with the new 
experience of Brahmacharya. It was the 'Zullu Rebellion!, in 
Oza D.K- Voluntary Action And Gandhian Approach, New Delhi, 1991, pp-5-6 
" Nanda B.R- Gandhi and His Critics, New Delhi, 1985 pp-72-73 
Young lndian-]an. 1921. 
South Africa, which gave him this concept. This was the time 
when Gandhi thought of serving humanity whole heartedly by 
giving up all his pleasures of life. 12 
As soon as he reached Phoenix he shared it with his 
friends. Among them some friends encouraged him while other 
define it as an ardous task. i3 
According to Gandhi-Brahmacharya is a path to such the 
truth. He say- brahmacharya is not merely mechanical celibacy, 
it means complete control all over the senses and freedom from 
lust in words, thoughts and deeds as such it is a royal road to 
self- reliasation or attainment of Brahma, i* 
He stated his concept of Brahmacharya in Haryan. IS^ ^^  
June-1947 that-
"The vast majority of us want to many, to have children and 
generally to enjoy ourselves—but there are—exceptions to 
the general rule [Some] men have wanted to live a life wholly 
dedicated to the service of humanity, which is the same 
thing as serving God." They will not divide their time between 
searing of a special family and tending of general human 
family [they] will be celibates for the sake of God and 
renounce the laxities of life an find their enjoyment in its 
austere rigours. They may be 'in the world' but 'not' of it. 
" Gandhi M.K-My Experiment with Truth, op. ct. p386 
^ Gandhi M.K-My Experiment with Truth, op. ct, p-387. 
'•* Bharti K.S.- The Social Philosophy ofMahatma Gandhi, New Delhi, first pubhshed-1991 pp. 123-
124 
Their food, their business—their recreation their outlook on 
life most therefore be different from the general."^^ 
Not only the epics and literature but also his practical life 
forced him to serve human and to eradicate social evils such as 
racial discrimination. In South Africa, he saved the Indian 
community from the discriminations of the whites. For long 20 
years he fought for the rights of Indians, living in South Africa in 
1907, he switch to the passive resistance, which brought more 
success to him in 1914, as the South African government made 
a compromise with the Indian and were forced to give 
concessions to the Indian, i^  
'Indian opinion' founded by Gandhi in June 1903, become a 
medium to express his opinion and views, and later on with the 
same medium he gave instructions about passive resistancei^ 
It was in Johennesburg, that the principle of Satyagraha 
was ripen inside Gandhi before its name came into existence. In 
his autobiography he explain that were it was born he was 
unable to express it. The English phrase -passive resistance' 
was used to describe it but soon he found its limitation, and 
'that it was supposed to be a weapon of the weak, that it would 
be characterized by hatred, and that it could finally manifest 
itself as violence'. Finally, Maganalal Gandhi gave the word 
''NaudaB.R-o/?. cit. pl4 
Brown. J- op-cit. pp-23 
Ibid- pp.-5 
'Sadagraha' for which he also received the prize. To make it more 
transparent it was slightly changed to 'Satyagraha' by Gandhi, i^  
In his letter address to Shankarlal, on 2nd September, 
1917, he discussed the idea about Satyagraha. He wrote- The 
English phrase' 'passive resistance' does not suggest the power 1 
wish to write about, 'Satyagraha' in the right word. Satyagraha 
is a soul force, as opposed to arrived strength. Since, it is 
essential an ethical weapon, only men inclined to the ethical way 
of life can use it wisely, i^  
The literal meaning of the word 'Satyagraha! is 'insisting 
upon the truth and adhering to it'.20 
For a practitioner of Satyagraha, it is necessary to fight 
against injustice and tyranny, without hating or having fear of 
an oppressor. This is a non-violent struggle against oppression. 
'Love' is placed all above these methods, and hatred is no where 
in practice. 
Gandhi wrote that 'a man who believes that Satyagraha 
may be started only after weighing the chances of defeat and 
victory and assuring one self of the certainty of enactory may be 
'" Gandhi M.K- My Experiments with Truth,op.cii.-p389 
' ' Letter to Shankarlal, 2 September, 1917, The Collected Work ofMahaliva Gandhi- vol-13, 
Ahamdabad, 1964, p.517 
20 Oza D.K. op. cit. p.7 
a shrewd enough politician or on intelligent man, but he is no 
Satyagrahi acts spontaneously.^^ 
As far as his principle of non-violence was concerned, he 
placed Ahimsa at the top of all moral-values. 
Gandhi represents woman as an incarnation of Ahimsa. 
He wrote- 'Ahimsa means infinite capacity for suffering who but 
woman, the mother of man shows this capacity in the largest 
measure. She shows it as she carries the infant and feed it 
during nine months and derives joy in the suffering involved.22 
Ahimsa is matchless. It is weapon out of reach of a coward. 
It is a force which spreads love and kindness all over. That's way 
it was placed at the highest level. 
He laid emphasis on Ahimsa in education as well. He said-
"the sun of Ahimsa caries all the hosts of darkness, such as 
hatred, anger and malice, before himself. Ahimsa in education 
shines clear and for, and can no more be hidden even as the sun 
can not be hidden by any means.23 
Gandhi, lived ahimsa in public life he expressed that is 
'born out of compassion'. He stated that where there is no 
-' CIVMG-Op. cit. p.5\7 
' Nanda B.R.-op-c/?, p. 17 
-' Biswal S.K and Navda B.R.- Gandhi's Writings and Speeches. New Delhi, 2008 p-120. 
compassion there is no Ahimsa. The test of Ahimsa in 
compassion. 24 
Sometime it was religion and sometimes it was his bitter 
experiences of life which shaped the personality of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 
When he was back to India in 1915, with his two novel 
methods of Satyagraha and ahimsa, which were part and parcel 
of his life, he successfully lunched the programmes. Which 
include the masses against the huge colonial empire. And all this 
made him Father of the Nation. 
Parekh Bikhn - Colonialism Tradition and Reform, New Delhi, 1989, pl33 
Chapter II 
CHAPTER - 2 
THE BLUE RAJ AND MAHATMA 
Gandhi who was entitled as 'Mahatma', was not 
ju s t a man, who fought for the cause of nation, but was 
a 'JUST' man, of high thinking and simple living. 
Significant personality of Gandhi became 
t ransparen t in the eyes of Indian people after the 
popular Champaran Satyagraha. 
Champaran was a land of King Janaka,^ and also 
that of Mahatma, as it witnessed great efforts made by 
Gandhi and his fellow workers along with peasants to 
champion the cause of indigo raiyats . Indigo cultivation 
was practiced in the region of Sindh, Agra, Karnataka, 
Ahmadabad, Surat and Madras during the medieval 
period. The Ain-i-Akbari of Abul Fazal clearly mentions 
the production of indigo of high quality in Agra. 
Bengal and Tirhut are also mentioned but there is 
no description of the region of lower province of Bengal.2 
Supply of Indigo to Great Britain was almost 
stopped, as resisted by both America and West Indies 
due to American war of Independence and Slave Revolt. 
Gandhi M.K.- My Experiment with Truth, trans. Mahadev Desai, Ahmadabad, 1927. p-494. 
- Shukla Prabhat Kumar- Indigo Aud The Raj, Peasants Protest in Bihar 1780-1917, Delhi, 1993, p-7. 
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So the British turned their a t tent ion on foreign 
countries, this was a period when British trade was in a 
full swing in Indian sub-continent.3 
Indigo plantat ion was completely under a private 
ownership, bu t from 1780's onwards, the Directors of 
East India Company, had a full say in the affairs of 
Indigo plantat ion. Now, it could be followed by 
Company's servants along with their offices. They 
started penetrat ing in the interior dehats.^ 
Later on, the Indigo industry did not need any 
financial dependence on company, and the planters 
established themselves on their own. The large amount 
of capital was now transferred to Great Britain by the 
company's servant, which was regarded "Legal, 
advantageous and adequate." by Court of Directors. 
Soon the region of Bengal and Bihar, was the main 
source of indigo supply to the entire world.s 
During 1895, indigo plantat ion was completely 
vanished from the region of Bengal, as it was unable to 
compete with the synthetic dye. As the soil of North 
Bihar was more suitable for the plantat ion of indigo, the 
•^  Ibid- p. 7-8. 
" Ibid- p. 7-8. 
' Ibid- p. 7-8. 
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poor peasan ts , were forced to grow indigo on their 
lands. The indigo was once more in demand during the 
outbreak of the First World War (1914). With the result 
the factories again paid their at tention for its 
production as compared to any other item like 
sugarcane.6 
The worst affected area, with the production of 
indigo, was Champaran, s i tuated in the Tirhud division 
of Bihar. The region witnessed largest number of indigo 
factories. The other important regions were Motihari, 
Pipra, Turkaulia, Sikri, Dhokraha, Ollva, Belwa, 
Madhubani, Majhaulia, Sirnik and ChautarvaJ 
The two most important systems practiced in North 
Bihar for the cultivation of indigo were - (1) Zeerait & 
(2) Assamiwar. The Zeerait system, includes the direct 
management of cultivation by the p lanters . Tenants 
labourers engaged in the practice were poorly paid. 
Under the Assamiwar system, the t enan t s , cultivates 
the indigo land of the factory chiefs. The most common 
method practiced under this system was 'Tin Kathia'.^ 
'' Ghosal Hari Raj an- Indigo In North Bihar and Mahatma Gandhi, Proceedings of Indian History 
Congress, 15''' Session, Gwalior, 1952, p. 327. 
' Ibid- p. 328. 
Diwakar R.R.- Bihar Through The Ages, 'Gandhi's Champaran Movement', New Delhi, 1959, p. 
654-655. 
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Tin Kathia includes a methods under which a 
tenant , cultivate indigo on 3 Kathas per bigha of the 
land for a long durat ion as far 20, 25 or 30 years and 
was entitled for an award as per the written agreement. 
Conversion of lands into indigo fields, forced labour, 
poor payments and heavy fines were inflicted on 
peasants for the failure to grow indigo, were some of the 
worst oppressive features of this system.9 
"Gandhi in his 'Hind Swaraj' had intimated that it 
was the peasan ts , untainted by Western Civilization, 
who would be na tura l converts to his ideal of 
Satyagraha."io 
So, Champaran gave the first opportunity to 
Gandhi, to implement practically his two novel methods 
of Non-violence & Satyagraha. 
Gandhi, in his autobiography confessed that he 
even did not heard the name of Champaran and not 
even knew its geographical position. He never dreamed 
that indigo was produced in Champaran under a great 
oppression.il 
' Ibid- p. 655-66. 
'° Copley Antoney- Gandhi Against The Tide, Delhi, 1987, pp. 56-7. 
'' Gandhi. M.K. - op. cit. p. 494. 
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Large number of raiyats agitated in 1911 and were 
collected at Naitatiaganj railway stat ion in order to put 
their grievances before King Geoge V. Even in 1912, 
representat ives of raiyats were sent to Calcutta to 
present their memorandum, which nar ra te their story of 
oppression by the planters . Even then they did not 
enjoy any relief from planter side. 12 
The mat ter was then put before the Bihar Council 
in 1916, and was highlighted in public. Soon, during 
Lucknow Session of Congress, Babu Brij Kishore 
Prasad, introduced Gandhi with Sukul.^^ 
Gandhi, received some information of the 
Champaran raiyats from Babu Brij Kishore Prasad, but 
couldn't put any remark over the matter . He replied- "I 
can give no opinion without seeing the condition with 
my own eyes you will please move the resolution in the 
congress, but leave me free for the present."i4 
Gandhi was pressurized by Raj Kumar Shukla who 
was an 'Ignorant, Unsophisticated' and resolute 
agriculturist , is 
'- Shukla P.K.- op. cit. pp. 132-3. 
'^  Ghosal H.R- op. cit. p. 328. 
" Gandhi M.K.- op. cit. pp 494-5. 
''Shukla P.K-op. a/, p. 145. 
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In early 1917, Gandhi left for Champaran and 
reached Patna, where he met with Maulana Mazharul 
Haq, his old pal, who suggested him to first visit 
Muzaffarpur. On reaching Muzaffarpur, Prof. Kriplani 
along with the group of s tudents warmly welcomed him 
at the stat ion. 16 
Next morning Babu Brij Kishore Prasad, presented 
the entire case in detail before Gandhi. After studying 
the cases- Gandhi stated in his autobiography "I have 
come to the conclusion that we should stop going to the 
law courts . Taking such cases to the courts does little 
good where the ryots are so crushed and fear sticken, 
law courts are useless . The real relief for them is to be 
free from fear. We cannot sit still unti l we have driven 
Tin kathia out of Bihar, i^  
The above decision made by Gandhi visualizes his 
personality tha t he was a s taunch supporter of 'Truth' 
and he had no fear of its ill effects for the sake of ryots. 
All such bold s tands on part of Gandhi naturally 
mobilizes the peasantry against the indigo planters . 
Gandhi in his letter to L.F. Morshead, 
Commissioner of Division dated April 12, 1917 appealed 
'" Gandhi M.K., op. cit. p. 497. 
" Ibid, p. 499. 
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to the administrat ion, for their co-operation to know the 
true position of the indigo raiyats.^^ 
Gandhi was warned by the Secretary of Planter 's 
Association and Commissioner not to interfere in their 
mat ters and to leave Tirhud as soon as possible.i^ 
On reaching Muzaffarpur, Gandhi realized that the 
si tuation was more worsed here as compared to Fiji and 
Natal. And the authori t ies tried their best to make him 
out from the matter.20 
Gandhi reached Motihari on 15 April, 1917, The 
District Majistrate of Champaran ordered him under 
section 144 of Cr.Pc to leave the district and his 
'presence in any part of the District will endanger the 
public peace and may lead to serious dis turbances 
which may be accompanied by loss of life.21 
Gandhi made it clear and assured the authorit ies 
that his presence will not create any 'dangerous 
s i tuat ions ' and the real danger lies in the deteriorating 
relations between the planters and the raiyats.22 
'^  Letter to L.F. Morshed, Commissioner of Division, April, 12, 1917, Collected Works ofMahatma 
Gandhi, Vol. 13, Ahmadabad, 1964, p. 362. 
" Gandhi. M.K.- op. cit, p. 501. 
-" Letter to Maganlal Gandhi, April, 15, 1917, C.W.M.G. op. cit. p. 363. 
'^ Order under section 144 Cr.P.C., April, 16, 1917, C.W.M.G., op. cit, pp. 570-71. 
"- Reports On Conditions of Ryots In Champaran, Bettiah, May 13, 1917, C. W., op. cit, p 385-6, 
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Gandhi 's intervention was so much condemned and 
disliked by the authori t ies that - "Erwin, a British 
manager of indigo plantat ion only one name available in 
the book Champaran ke Swatantrata Senani, invited 
Gandhi to dinner and directed his cook, Batak Mian, to 
serve him poisoned milk. Batak Mian revealed the plot 
to Gandhi and was saved. Batak Mian was the resident 
of Siswa Ajgani Village in Motihari district."23 
Inspite of such incidents, Gandhi was adamant on 
his decisions and proceded to his inquiries. In the 
reports on Conditions of Ryots in Champaran Bettiah, 
May 13, 1917- Gandhi mentioned about the 2 categories 
of the factories in the area of Champaran. Firstly, 
Factories which had no indigo plantat ion and Second, 
those with indigo plantat ion. The former, extracted 
illegal cesses known as 'ahwabs', which was equivalent 
to the rent paid by raiyats. And these indigo factories 
were practicing the system of Tinkathia and K/ius/ci.24 
Ryots were forced to give their 'best lands, his best 
time and energy so that no time was left for his own 
crops. The ryots always raised their voices against it, 
but in vain. With the introduction of synthetic dye, 
Murty Vijay B.- Hindustan Times, 22 Jan, 2010. 
'^ Report on Condition of Ryots In Champaran, Bettiah, May 13, 1917, C. W.M.G, op. cit, pp. 385-90. 
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indigo sa t tas were cancelled by the ryots in form of 
tawan, tha t were the damages paid by the raiyats upto 
Rs. 100 / - per bigha. If the raiyats were unable to 
manage he can made payments in ins ta l lments with the 
interest at 12% per annum. The damages from mukarari 
lands, were extracted in form of Sharahbeshi sattas in 
which rent was increased in lieu of indigo cultivation.25 
Gandhi in his reports mentioned about the kind of 
helplessness and distress faced by the ryots, which 
cannot be witnessed in any other par t of the country. 
Not only the European planters , bu t also the Indian 
zamindars were equally responsible for such poor 
conditions of the ryots. And finally he made it clear that 
his presence in Champaran was only to wipe off the 
grievances of the ryots, without hur t ing the planters 
feeling.26 
The planters agitation against Gandhi was at its 
height and in such atmosphere of opposition, Gandhi 
carried on collecting the evidences against planters . The 
important persons who accompanied him in his tasks 
were Rajendra Babu, Anurag Babu, Kishore Babu, 
" Ibid- p. 385-390. 
-* Ibid- p. 385-390. 
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Ramnavml Babu, J .B, Kripalani, Dharinder Babu and 
Maulana Mazharul Haq.27 
The peasan ts s ta tements were even cross examined 
in the presence of the InteUigence Department, but the 
government was unsatisfied and so it proposed for the 
consti tut ion of its own Enquiry Committee. Sir Frank 
Sly, presided as the chairman of the committee and E.L. 
Tanner, ICS, was the Secretary of the Committee. The 
other members were- L.C. Adani, Super intendent and 
Remembrance of Legal Affairs, Bihar and Orissa, Raja 
Harihar Prasad Narayan Singh, Member of Bihar and 
Orissa Legislative council, G. Rainy, Deputy Secretary 
in the finance Department of the government of India 
and M.K. Gandhi.28 
The most important decisions taken by the 
committee were-
1. To abolish the oppressive Tinkathia system. 
2. The Sattas (agreements) were voluntarily signed for 
a limited tenure of 3 years. 
3. The selection of indigo fields were now taken up by 
the raiyats. 
4. The extraction of abwabs were not only condemned 
but considered illegal.^9 
-' Shukla P.K, op. cit. pp. 133-145. 
'Ubicl.-p. 133-145. 
-'' !bid-p.\45. 
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The Blue Raj now seems to be on a brink of its 
decline. The seeds of satyagraha sown in the hearts and 
minds of the peasants by Gandhi, finally checked the 
oppression by indigo planters . This proved that 
Satyagraha was not an ordinary weapon to be handled 
by any coward. In fact, Satyagraha requires zealous 
emotions, patience, tolerance and absolute 
determination. 
The Champaran Satyagraha was not an ordinary 
event, as it had telling effects on the peasan t s and they 
all came under a united banner of Satyagraha against 
planters . It was an event remembered by Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad in 1949- "What happened in Champaran has 
been repeated, as I had hoped, on a vast scale in a 
country as a whole. Champaran because free from 
planter 's tyranny. Gandhi 's advent imbued the people of 
this area with a consciousness and moral faith in the 
r ighteousness of their cause, which are supremely 
important factor for the progress and successful 
consummation of a creature & constructive 
resolution."30 
'" Diwakar. R.R, op. cit. p.654. 
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Gandhi, made Champaran or Champaran made 
Gandhi, always remain hotted debate among historians. 
Jud i th Brown came up with her 'Sub-Contractor 
Thesis ' in her book - Gandhi's Rise To Power and she 
also stated that "there was any Bihari politician who 
thought it worthwhile to investigate the Champaran 
si tuation at all deeply."3i 
Generally, we do not agree with her sub-contractor ' 
Theory because , Mahatma took up the cause of freedom 
of India from the time of incidence in South Africa and 
he wished to get rid of the colonial rule from the Indian 
sub-Continent . Mahatma was never a foreigner for any 
of its s ta te in India, he took up the cause for the 
freedom of India from the colonial rule as an Indian and 
not on the basis of regionalism. Champaran, is a place 
in the Indian state and had nothing to do as a separate 
entity from the Indian s tate . Mahatma stood up for the 
entire Indian territory from the colonial rule of the 
British and where ever he found the excesses of the 
British rule he condemned it to its full extent with his 
weapon of Satyagraha. His sa tayagraha was never 
founded on any kind of regionalism casteism or any 
^' Brown Judith- Gandhi's Rise To Power, Cambridge, 1972, p.76. 
21 
other basis likewise. He stood up for the whole of Indian 
Territory to do away with the colonialism. 
Doubtlessly, Gandhi was the first who knew the 
s trength and power of the Indian masses to be used 
against imperialism and therefore he mobilized the rural 
masses by taking up their causes . Now the struggle 
against imperialism was not confined to the elite section 
of society but now thrown in the downtrodden classes of 
the country. 
"Gandhi avoided committing himself to any 
categorical and concrete objectives of economic and 
social reconstruct ion. This avoidance of economic 
radicalism was partly on account of the fact that he 
feared it would harm the wealthy classes and 
partly because any radicalism would have been 
tan tamount to violation of his political ethic of 'non-
violent struggle.'32 
The proclamation of 1917, which declares the 
abolition of Tinkathia, extraction of abwabs as illegal 
and other measures , classifies that it had crushed the 
honour and prestige of not only the wealthy classes but 
Dhanagre D.N.- Peasants Movement In India, 1920-1950 Delhi, 1983, pp-47-8. 
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also of the European planters.33 As far as his political 
ethic of 'non-violent struggle' was concerned, his life in 
South Africa suggests that he was a s t aunch supporter 
of non-violence and he never ever thought of attaining 
'Swaraj' by violent means . 
A.R. Desai in his edited work 'Peasants Struggle In 
India' highlighted the Indigo strike of 1860 and 
mentions that "as far as the indigo cultivators were 
concerned there was nothing new in non-cooperation"34 
Hari Rajan Ghosal on his country mentioned in his 
study tha t Indigo Commission (1860) checked the 
oppression only to same extent. After 1895, plantation 
of Indigo vanished in the region of Bengal, however 
large number of indigo factories still remained in North 
Bihar. And during 1914, the factories which left the 
cultivation were now back.35 
Mahatma's role cannot be ignored in the entire 
episode of the Champaran. Mahatma Gandhi elevated 
the cause of the indigo cultivators of Champaran not on 
the ground of his 'personal range of interest ' as said by 
Jud i th Brown, bu t it was all his love for humanity. 
"" Brown. J, op. cit, p. 72. 
Natrajan. L., "Indigo Cultivators 'Strike I860 ", edt by Desai A.R., Peasants' Struggle In India, 
Delhi, 1979, pp. 151-2. 
^^  Ghosal H.R. op. cit, p.327. 
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Chapter III 
Chapter 3 
Gandhi in Kheda and Ahamadabad 
KHEDA 
Kheda was si tuated in the nor thern division of 
Bombay presidency. The second scene of Satyagraha by 
Gandhi was witnessed in this region. Kheda possesses 
fertile plains which were suitable for cultivation, with 
an adequate availability of water part icularly from 
wells, ponds and rivers-Mahi and Sabarmati, jus t in 
contrast with the lands in Bihar distr icts with its 
barren and hilly t racts , i 
Kheda's population was about 710, 982, which had 
dropped because of great famines which occurred 
during the period 1899-1901. After a great disaster 
Kheda re-gained its prosperity because of the growth of 
valuable products like tobacco in small and food and 
cotton in large quanti ty to which Ahamadabad extended 
a large market.2 
Largely the people of Kheda lived in the villages, 
but if compared to Champaran, Kheda district was less 
rural . Out of ten villages the largest were Nadiad with 
27, 145 inhabi tan ts in 1911, Unverth with 13, 651 and 
Brown Judith , Gandhi's Rise to Power, Cambridge, 1972, p. 83 
' Ibid-p.?,2, 
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Kapadvanj with 13, 126. In western India, Nadiad was 
the best example for the urbanization, and it was one of 
the largest town of Kheda district. Agriculture of on 
important occupation of people of Kheda, about 71.9% 
people were dependent on agriculture in 1921, as 
compared to the population of Gurjrat as a whole. 
Where as 9.7% depends on industry and 4.4% or 
commerce in Kheda with comparison to 15. 9% and 
8.2% in Gujrat.3 
The year 1917 witnessed hardship of peasants 
which coincided with the Home Rule Movement which 
began in the towns of Gujrat. The First World War was 
responsible for the economic deterioration of the Kheda 
peasants . During years 1912 to 1914, conditions were 
improved because the prices of the corps remained 
stable which was coincided with good harvest . But in 
1915 due to little rain Kharif crops were failed.^ Again 
in 1917, Kharif crops were damaged by the excessive 
rains Cultivation of Kharif crop was practiced in the 
larger part of Kheda so the farmers were less benefited 
from the Rabi crops. Gujrat was also invaded by severe 
epidemic of plague in 1918, of which about 16, 740 
^ Ibid-pM. 
* Hardiman David : Peasants Nationalist of Gujrat, Kheda District 1917-1934, Delhi, 1981, p. 86 
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people died in Kheda alone. Apart from this , cholera 
also broke out in local areas.^ 
The failure of khairf crop resulted in price-hike of 
the food, which unfortunately coincided with severe 
inflation which occurred due to First World War. 
Through out Gujrat, the prices of other 
commodities were at its height. The price of the salt was 
doubled, price of food was on its peak, government did 
not took any measures to check the import of rice which 
steadied the price of rice permanently. Even the cloth 
was an expensive item. Business class was drawing 
good profit from this si tuation. The real sufferers were 
landless labourers , who were unable to maintain their 
wager with the rising costs. In the period of 1918, entire 
Gujrat was hardly hit by economic crisis and specially 
Kheda was going under a pressure of bad health and 
bad harvest . ^ 
Apart from financial miseries, recruit ing campaigns 
had stepped up in 1917. The people in Baroda city, in 
October 1917 protested against the forcible recruiting 
activities, and by November 1917, the Kheda peasants 
also stood against it. In late 1917, the British prestige 
5 Brown J, Op.cit. p.,93 
' lbid-p.94. 
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had somewhat dechned in Gujrat.^ At this point Gujrat 
had made an announcement that na t ionahs t movement 
to be launched in Gujrat was for the sake of peasants . 
Gandhi found peasants to be an essential element In 
national progamme to gain Swaraj.^ He was of the 
opinion tha t swaraj would be worthwhile only when 
peasants fight for their struggle. He delivered a speech 
to peasan ts of kheda in 1918- "Our struggle in not 
merely for securing suspension of land revenue; a 
struggle for such relief would be a petty affair. In truth, 
we are fighting for the sake of the important issue 
which involved in it. That is the issue of democratic 
government. The people had awakened their rights. A 
full unders tanding of these rights is what is meant by 
Swaraj.^ 
Gandhi believed that peasan ts themselves must 
raised demands to get some relaxation from the land 
revenue because of the economic hardship , lo 
Gandhi in his speech at Bombay, dated 23 April, 
1918 said-
Hardiman. D. op. cit. p. 88. 
Speech at Gujrat political Conference , 3 November , 1917, Collected Works ofMahamta Gandhi, 
vol. 14, Ahmadabad, 1964, p.55 
' Speech at Ajarpura. 20 April, 1918, C. W.M.G. op. cit. p. 361. 
Brown. J.- op. cit. p. 94 
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"This struggle was not started by outsiders. No body 
instigated the Kheda public to launch it. There is 
no political motive behind it. It did not originate 
with the Home Rules or with any barristers or 
lawyers as some people allege it was started by the 
tillers themselves. After the political conference at 
Godhra, some agriculturist in kheda decided to 
request the government of relief in view of excessive 
rains, They wrote to me informing me that they were 
legally entitled to relief and asking me whether I 
could help."11 
Gandhi appealed to the peasants first at Gujrat 
political conference which was held at Godhra between 
2 to 5 November, 1917. Here a number of resolutions 
were passed which includes rural demands for example-
they discard all abuses which were involved in the land 
revenue collection. Vallabhai Patel handed over the 
change to take up the issue of veth (name for free 
services demanded by officials) with the Revenue 
Department. Vallabhai Patel infomed Frederick Pratt, 
Commissioner Northern Division, about the abuses , but 
he didn't response to any one. Vallabhai then started 
distr ibuting pamphlets , popularizing the issue of Veth, 
informing the peasants about the illegality of the 
demands of Veth by officials. 12 
Speech by Gandhi at public meeting in Bombay, 23 April, 1918, C. IV., op cit., p-369 
Hardiman D- op. cit. p. 89 
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"Gandhi told the Gujrat Sabha to show pubUcly 
and conclusively that formers s tar ted the agitation and 
that the Sabha only took it up at their request indicates 
that the formers request was not immediately obvious. 
13 
However, according to the local government official, 
was tha t the entire discontent was not the expression of 
peasants , bu t Home Rule League was responsible for it 
later on it was taken up by the Gujrat Sabha. i^  
The local political activities, after the Godhra 
conference, particularly from Nadiad and Borsad, held 
meetings, where the declaration was made that they 
took up the grouses of the peasants , is 
A mass meeting was called on 25, November by 
Home Rule League, in which Ahmadabad politician, 
Maganbhai Chaturbhai Patel was held responsible to 
draft the resolution for remession of the revenue 
assessment . G.K. Parekh and V.J. Patel the tow Bombay 
barris ter , were invited and assisted by the Gujrat 
Sabha, pay their visit to Kheda on 12 December, and 
handed over their reports to the Sabha. Then the case 
' Gandhi to Gujrat Sabha, undated telegram, C. W, op. cit. p. 155. 
'•^  Brown, J. op. cit. p. 95 
'^  Hardiman - D- op. cit. p. 90 
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in writing was put before the collector of Kheda on 15 
December.16 
During, late 1917, a significant development which 
took place was the active part icipation of villages in 
spreading the movement. Mohanlal Pandiya (Baroda 
terrorist) and Shankarlal Parikh in November 1917, 
after at tending the Gujrat Political Conference at 
Godhra, when returned back to their town found the 
peasants were demanding suspension of land revenue 
because their kharif crop had been damaged by late 
ra ins . These two people sent a petition to the 
government, but some Patidar landowners suggested 
that it mus t be for whole kheda, and not only for 
kathlal . i7 
Mohanlal and Shankar Lai was quite satisfied when 
V.K Namjoshi assured them, he would reconcile the 
revenue demands . Soon they meet Gandhi at 
Ahmadabad, Gandhi decided to call a meeting on 6 
December at Nadiad to discuss the grievances of the 
rural people. Mohanlal and Shankar la l spread their 
wide network to help out the peasan ts , Vallabhai and 
Gokaldas Parekh were the first to take up the action. 
Brown. J.- op. cit. p-95. 
'^  Hardiman D.- op.cit. p. 90. 
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They toured the entire area between 12 to 15 December 
and collected evidence from 409 peasan ts , and finally 
come to the conclusion that their complaints were 
justified and on 15 December they met with Collector 
Namjoshi assured them that he would be sympathetic 
towards suffers, but could not withdraw the full 
suspension of revenues. The Mamlatdars were in no 
mood to follow Namjoshi's orders. Vali Baksh Adam, was 
the Mamlatdor in Kapadvanj Taluka, who in December 
1917 was confronted with the peasan t s who refused to 
pay revenues. 18 
No revenue campaigns were crushed throughout 
India by local officials, and these events were minutely 
observed by Mohanlal Pandya and Shankar la l Parekh. 
And then in J a n u a r y they called Amritlal Thakkar, the 
member of Servants of India society, to look into the 
matter . Amritlal Thakkar in his letter to Times of India, 
described about the barborous method adopted by 
revenue officials to crush the peasan ts . Gokuldas 
Parekh even raised the issue in Legislative council. i9 
Mohanlal and Shankarlal even pressurized the 
Gujrat Sabha leaders for a government inquiry to look 
Hardiman. D- op. cit., p. 94. 
" lbid-p.96. 
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into the affairs of Kheda. According to them all the 
revenue must be suspended in the areas where the 
crops were valued at 3 annas.20 
On 1 January , the Sabha as whole directly 
appeared to the Bomaby government, demanding the 
exemption of the land revenue in some cases and 
postponement in the other areas . 21 
The meeting of the Sabha was held on 7 January 
which was presided by Gandhi. In this meeting kheda 
was hotly discussed, and after three days Sabha's 
secretary meet F.G Pratt, commissioner of Northern 
division. Having not been satisfied advised by Sahba to 
not to pay their land revenue. For this declaration 
Gandhi was wholly responsible. 22 
The Kheda agitation was divided into two phases-
the period in which appeals were made to the 
government i.e. from 15 December 1917-22 March 1918 
and the period of Satyagraha, which was from 22 
March-6 J u n e 1918. The period of appeal did not do 
'" /bid-p-96 
-' Statement to Press by Gandhi, 28 March, 1918, the Hindu, 1 April 1918, CJf. op. cit. 289. 
"" Brown J-., op. cit, p. 96 
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much, as both the sides put their argument, without 
reaching a definite conclusion.23 
On 16 Janua ry , Government of Bombay stated that 
there is no need for revenue suspension in kheda. 
The Gujrat Sabha leaders condemned their 
s ta tement . But they did not know how to make out 
themselves from such a strong official h indrance. They 
wrote letters and telegrams to Gandhi request ing him to 
advise them. Gandhi in his reply advised them to be 
strong enough in their demands. 24 
On 4 February, when Gandhi reached Bombay, he 
was ready to devote himself to the problem of kheda. On 
5 February, he called upon Lord Willingdon. At this 
junc ture , the British were reluctant to isolate Gandhi, 
because he was promoting the war recruitment 
campaign. Willingdon gave a polite hearing to the 
request of Gandhi and told him that answer would be 
given in two or three days. 
On the re turn of Gandhi to Ahamadabad, he 
received a letter duly arrived on 9 February from 
Willingdon in which he had declined the request . 25 
-' Ibid, p.96. 
Hardiman .D, op. cil, p. 97. 
" /bid-p.9d, 
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An enquiry, was set up to observe the state of 
crops in kheda. The collector decided that revision of 
land revenue was not justified but some areas were 
merited for suspension of revenue-45 villages in Nadiad 
taluka 34 in Kapadvayj, and 30 in Mehmadabad. Some 
areas were even dealt separately under 'local calamities' 
section under which 7 villages, in Matar Taluka were 
placed which had been flooded. The assessment of the 
revenue collection was justified by the government in 
retrospect: no less than 8% of revenue was paid by 12 
May, 93% by 22 May and 98.5% was collected by end of 
July. British officials considered their assessment to be 
correct and issue of principle suspens ion of revenue 
was correct-'riot by right but by grace.'^'^ 
Gandhi asserted that , the demands of the 
cultivators for the suspension of revenue was the legal 
right, and not concession by grace. Gandhi on his press 
release on 28 March suggested that if both the sides 
thought to be right than government mus t appoint an 
impartial inquiry committee with holding the 
representat ion from cultivation's side. The revenue 
member of the Government of India out-rightly rejected 
"'' Brown. J. op. cit, p. 97 
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this suggestion. Gandhi was of opinion that 
governments ' a t t i tude raised an issue of supreme 
consti tut ional importance.27 He wrote- "It is contended 
on behalf of the Ryots tha t where they are, in matter of 
administrat ion orders, sharp differences of opinion 
between local official and them, the points of 
differences are ought to be referred to an impartial 
committee of enquiry. Thus, it is held, const i tutes the 
strength of the British consti tut ion. The commissioner 
has on principle rejected the position and invited a 
crisis.28 
Gandhi on the other hand does not want that 
government would call the peasants liar. He asked his 
supporters to accompany him at Hindu Anath Ashram 
at Nadiad.29 
The very next day large number of Gujrat Sabha 
leader visited Nadiad. There they formed their groups, 
and each and every group was responsible to inspect 50 
villages by 10 March. By 26 February, Gandhi 
concluded tha t demand for revenue suspension was 
justified. From the very beginning Gandhi was opposed 
-' Ibid, p. 97. 
"'* Gandhi to editor, 15 April 1918, The Bombay chronicle. 17 April. 1918, Ganhdis'statement to the 
press, 28 March, 1918 published in the Hindu, 1 April, 1918, C. W. op. cit, p. 290 
" Hardiman. D, op. cit, p. 98. 
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by British officials for an independent inquiry and even 
the peasan ts were treated badly. Gandhi found it as a 
great opportunity to inculcates the techniques of 
Satyagraha.3o 
Gopaldas, the Nadiad Desai, warned Gandhi that if 
no revenue was not withdrawn then the lands of the 
peasants would be confiscated. Naganbhai Patel, the 
Home-Rule League leader also opposed a no revenue 
campaign.31 
On 7 February, Gandhi made complaint to F.G. 
Pratt tha t Kapadvanj mamlatdar ' s (Chief Indian revenue 
official in a taluka) were treating the peasants to 
confiscate their lands. Gandhi also found further 
complaints for different causes . But Pratt do not found 
any solid ground for complaints.32 Gandhi finally 
reached kheda, and announced his decision to Pratt- "I 
would like to reassure you that it is not my intention 
jus t to s tar t an agitation or to encourage a futile 
agitation. I am going to Kheda district in search of 
t ru th . I see that , until the reports of you local officer 
are proved to be incorrect, you will not pay any 
'" Ibi(l-p.99 
^^ Ibid, p. 100 
^' Brown J. op. cit. p. 99 
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attention to our representat ion. Although, therefore. I 
have full a s surance of reputable leaders of the district, I 
feel it any duty to verify the facts for myself. If you are 
able to postpone the land revenue recovery work until 
my inquiry is completed, it will help a great deal in 
reducing the discontent that has now spread among 
people. 33 Even the last request was declined by Pratt, 
but he also suggested to meet the collector for any 
help.34 
Gandhi, informed Pratt tha t if revenue suspension 
was not declared then Satyagraha would be launched in 
Kheda. Pratt responded with the orders of the collection 
of the second revenue installment.^s Gandhi, 
immediately announced a public meeting at Nadiad on 
22 March. About four thousand people attended the 
meeting. Gandhi suggested for Satyagraha in order to 
gain their demands . He asked people to get ready for 
sufferings. Number of people signed a sacred vow 
declared by Gandhi which ran- "Our village has crops 
under 4 annas . We therefore requested the government 
to postpone collection to next year, but they did not do 
^' Gandhi to F.G. Pratt. Undated, CiV., op. cit. p 195. 
" Pratt to Gandhi, Ibid, p. 195 
^' Gandhi to F. G. Pratt, C. W., op. cit, p. 275 
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so. We the undersigned therefore solemnly declare that 
we shall not pay the assessment for the year whether It 
be wholly on In part; we shall leave It to he government 
to take any legal step they choose to enforce recovery of 
the same and we shall undergo all the sufferings that 
this may involve. We shall also allow our lands to by 
confiscated should they do so. But we shall not be 
voluntary payments allow ourselves to be regarded as 
liars and thus loose out self respect. If the government 
would graciously postpone for all the remaining villages 
collection of the balance of the revenue, we, who can 
afford it, would be prepared to pay up revenue, whether 
it be in full or part . The reason why the well-to-do 
amongst us would, not pay is that , if they do, the needy 
ones would out of out of fright, sell their chattels or 
incur debts and pay the revenue and t hus suffer. We 
believe that it is the duty of the well to do to protect the 
needy against such a plight.36 
Gandhi boosted the morale of the formers rather 
then helping them financially. He suggested to Mohanlal 
Pandya, to remove the standing crop of onion which was 
to be confiscated by the government in lieu of the 
Satyagraha Pledge, published in Young India, 12 June, 1918, C.W, op. cit, 279, 
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revene. Pandya and others were imprisoned and jus t 
like local heroes, they were escorted by their adviser.3^ 
Hindu Anath Ashram at Nadiad was the 
headquar ter of the movement. G.V. Mavalankar, an 
important Gujrat Sabha leader helped the organization 
in many ways such as bullet ins were issued and reports 
were sent to the press . Leader from Gujrat and Bombay 
city made frequent visit to the headquar ter . Vallabhai 
was given the charge, in absence of Gandhi. He was put 
to test by Gandhi, a Gandhi said- "Valabhai is still in 
the fire and will have to endure a good deal of heat but I 
think out of this we shall have gold in the end."38 
In the very first month agitation were limited to the 
area of Matar, Mehmadabad, Kapadvanj and Nadiad. In 
these areas no-revenue campaign was strongest, 
because most damages were done here due to late rains. 
In most of the cases, the poor peasan t s , who were 
involved in the agitation were few in numbers . This was 
all because they had already paid their revenues by 
forcible means . The large number of suppor ters of the 
Satyagraha were those peasants who could easily 
manage their revenue payments . About, 1,100 land 
' Gandhi M.K.- My Experiment with Truth, trans. Mahadev Desai Ahamadabad, 1927. p. 365. 
'** Speech at Karamsad, 4 April, 1918, C. F^, op. cit, p.307. 
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owners along with 19,000 vighas signed the vow, by 1 
Apr i l . 39 
Collection of second ins ta tement of revenue was 
started on 1 April. In most villages, revenue were 
collected smoothly, but in the other villages which had 
signed the vow, landowners were served with the notices 
of confiscation of their lands by government. And in few 
villages government impounded the s tanding crop in 
lieu of revenue. Indulal Yagnik met with first major 
confrontation in Limbasi. All these event weakend 
peasants ' determination. And then Gandhi was called by 
Indulal to provide them moral support.^o 
Gandhi held a meeting with Collector Ghosal at 
Kheda on 5 April, in which he strived to have a 
compromise provided that if the government 
relinquished the chothai fines, peasan t s would be 
advised by Gandhi to open their houses so that their 
property could be impounded with greater ease. Ghosal, 
was mis taken tha t fear of land confiscation would wreck 
the movement. By mid April, about 2, 337 peasants 
' ' Bobmay Chronicle -3 April, 1918., C.W., op. cit, p.270. 
•*" Hardinan D. op. cit, p. 104 
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signed the vow, and the Satyagraha was more vigorous 
than Ghosal had anticipated. 4i 
Gandhi at Vadathal village delivered a speech on 5 
April 1918, to the audience of Kheda tha t 
"his real aim was to bring back the older days in 
India; told an acquaintance that he believed 
autocracy was the best form of government, and 
that he only supported the Home Rule Movement as 
a temporary measure, since he felt that India must 
pass through the throes of parliamentary 
government before attaining her true destiny, and 
because he hope that through the movement he 
might popularize some of the principles of true 
swaraj."42 
In Kheda, inst ruct ions were given to the 
volunteers, as guiding them as to how to preach 
Satyagraha in the villages with courtesy, adapting 
themselves to village conditions as much as possible by 
going on foot and eating only the simplest food.43 
Earlier many agitations were broken in kheda by 
the threa t of confiscation of lands. Prat t and Ghosal, 
were unwilling to take this step as they do not want to 
alienate Gandhi, as he was support ing the war efforts.^^ 
"' Bombay Chronicle - 18, April, 1918., CPF, op. cit, p.216. 
'- Speech by Gandhi at Vadathal Village, 5 April, 1918, C. r . op-cit, p.311. 
"* Brown. J, op-cit, p. 107. 
"^  Hardiman. D - op-cit, p. 105. 
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Finally, on 24 April, Pratt declared to council the 
confiscation of land and chothai fines. Peasants on 
refusal to pay their revenues would be punished and 
their movable property would be confiscated in lieu of 
revenue. And those who could not afford revenue 
payments were not to be forced.^^ 
In May, movement reached its apex with 3200 
peasants signed the vow. Government officials started 
confiscation of movable propert ies. In these 
c i rcumstances , Indulal did not stick to non-violence.^e 
Gandhi was now discouraged with the agitation. 
Day by day petty violence increased against the 
officials. Eventually, agitation was over by early June . 
On 3 J u n e , Gandhi received the orders issued by 
government. Gandhi was quite satisfied with this as it 
was like this; "If the government would graciously 
postpone for all the remaining villages collection of the 
balance of the revenue, we who can afford it, would be 
prepared to pay up revenue, whether it be in full or 
p a r t . "47 
*^ Jbid-p.\05. 
'"Jbkl-p.lOl. 
"^  Hardiman.D- op. cit, pp. 107-108. 
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When Gandhi was satisfied with Governmnt's order 
he called off the satyagraha on 6 June.^s 
AHAMADABAD 
During 1918, Gandhi also organized a satyagrah 
campaign in Ahamadabad, for the first time, against 
Indian employers, and not government officials. Unlike 
Champaran and Kheda, Ahmadabad was an urban 
setting. It was India's eighth largest city with the 
population of about 274,000 in 1921. From ages it was 
the commercial center, and under the British rule it 
emerged as a growing cotton industry and expanding 
markets , which turned Ahmadabad into a modern, 
industr ial city. During later decades of 19th Century, 
there was no epidemic or plagne which help the steady 
growth in city's population. With the rise of population 
there was a rapid industrialization of the city.49 
The war proved to be a boon for Ahmadabad. The 
European countr ies diverted their a t tent ion to the war 
efforts and were producing fewer consumer goods for 
exports, and Indian Industr ia l is ts seized this 
opportunity Cloth producers even s tar ted penetrating in 
Letter of Gandhi and Vallabhai Patel to the people of Kheda 6 June 1918, Young India, 12 June 
1918, C.(f, op-cit, pp.416-19. 
•" Brown. J, op. cit., p.l 11. 
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foreign markets such as in Mesopotania, Iraq, Persia, 
Asiatic Turkey, the Strai ts Set t lements, Aden, Africa, 
Ceylon, J a p a n and China. The Ahmadabad textile 
industry was given a tough competition to Lancashire, 
holding its grip at home, as a resul t its cloth production 
rose from 250 million yards in 1913-1914 to 392 million 
yards in 1916-17, though dropping to 332 million yards 
in 1918-19.50 
For all this mill owners need sufficient labour in 
their mills, and as there was shortage of labour in 
Gujrat, they had to pay high wages to at t ract mill 
hands . During late 1917, due to plague there was an 
acute shortage of labour as large number of mill-
workers went back to their villages in order to avoid 
infection. To make them stay there, mill owners through 
an attractive scheme of plague bonous which was as 
high as 75% of their normal pay, which also help them 
to over come the crisis during war time.si 
The new arrangements , tha t is the plague bonus 
was quite satisfactory, but December, the warpers, 
estimated about 350 in Ahmadabad, were not getting 
the plague bonous which resulted in a kind of unrest . 
50 /bici,p.\\4. 
" /bid,pA\4. 
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Bai Anusaya, who was president of Warper 's union sent 
first intimation to the mill owners in form of notice. She 
was from a respectable Hindu family of Ahmadabad and 
was sister of Mr. Ambalal Sarabhai , Vice-President of 
Millowner's Association, who was actively participating 
in a struggle between Capital and labour, he was pro-
capitalist . Bai Anusaya was a social worker, who tried 
to weed out the grievances of the workers.^2 
Warper 's demanded an increase in the wages by 
25% and 4 annas per head per day as plague bonus. 
The warper 's threatened to go on strike if their demands 
were not fulfilled within two or three days. The mill 
agents for the first time, found their men in an 
organized manner . There was an Association of warper's 
but it was weak bonded. After the notification, all of 
them gathered in Association hall to look into the 
matter, but many of them unable to unders tand the 
grave na ture of the si tuation, so no concrete action was 
taken at tha t time. About 20 mills, refused their 
demands and important warpers from Bombay and other 
places, and the others relinquish the union demands. 
Some of the mill agents made a complaint, some 
Indian Council of Historical Research, edt. Desai A.R, New Delhi, 1988, p.48. 
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persons of the union started threatening newly imported 
men, who were persuaded to leave Ahmadabad. Their 
other complaints were that j u s t before the Warper's 
strike, the president of Ahmadabad 's Mill owners 
Association held meeting with organizers of union and 
also with Mr. M.K. Gandhi, and suggested for a 
compromise.53 
Gandhi agreed upon the proposal as he found it 
quite genuine one, but he was unable to persuade the 
warpers to accept it. Mill owners were of the view that 
since the men were not obedient to reason, so Gandhi 
and other organizers of the union mus t with hold their 
support . They also though that the number of warpers, 
however, small in number, when combined could 
paralyse the mill industry on which 40,000 workers 
were getting their lively hood.^^ 
What was exactly the origin of the Lock-out? The 
plague was almost disappeared in the last weak of 
January . Those workers who fled away to their villages, 
re turned back to their work. Plague bonous was a 
matter of discussion among the employers, which was 
about 70% on the wages of weavers and 15-20% in case 
•^' Ibid, p.48. 
^^  IbicU p.48. 
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of spinners . Initially the general consensus was to give 
an all round increase of 20% in the wages in place of 
plague bonous as to meet the necessi t ies of life.ss 
The President of Mill-owners Association, Mr. 
Mangaldas was favouring the idea. But later on due to 
lack of unity among the mill-owners, this idea was 
dropped. Ultimately a mill group was formed. 
Immediately the members worked out for a settlement 
for fair percentage of increase in the wages of their men. 
After a prolonged discussion they reached the 
conclusion that since railway make an increase of 5%, 
Bombay mills by 10-15%, then the increase of 20% in 
the wages of Ahmadabad mill-workers is fair and 
justified.56 
In a meeting held on 15 Janua ry , it was decided 
that from February 15, bonus would be discontinued 
and 20% increase would be given to the men. "As it was 
anticipated that the weavers who were making an extra 
income of so much as 70% by means of plague bonus, 
would not submit to this resolution, they further 
resolved on February 8, that if in consequence of the 
'-' Ibid, p.49. 
'" Ibid, p.49. 
47 
last resolution the workmen went on strike the mills 
should be closed."s^ 
Gandhi gave first indication to show his interest in 
the Ahmadabad mills, through a letter to Ambalal 
Sarabhai , one of Gandhi 's personal friend and 
prominent Ahmadabad mill-owners. Anusaya, sister of 
Ambalal Sarabhi took up the issue of mill workers 
before Gandhi.ss Gandhi in his letter to Sarabhai, 
informed about the conditions of the workers, he 
received from one of the Secretaries of Gujrat Sabha. He 
requested Sarabhai for an increment in the wages of the 
workers, so to meet their basic necessi t ies. After this, 
he met Sarabhai personally on 2 February 1918 in 
Bombay, as their discussion proceed, Gandhi decided to 
involve himself in this matter.59 
The entire problem revolves around the plague 
bonous, which was decided to be terminated by the mill-
owners from 15 February. The workers were demanding 
an increase of 50%, whereas the owners give them only 
20%. During this period the mill-workers had no 
definite leaders, and they were looking forward to 
" Ibid, p.49. 
' Brown. J, op. cit., p.l 15. 
"' Gandhi to Ambalal Sarabhai, 20 Dec. 1917, C. W, op. cit, p. 115. 
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Gandhi for his guidance. Some of them protested 
against this decision. But finally he was invited at a 
meeting on 8 February, which was at tended by 3,000 
workers. In this meeting Gandhi made suggestions for a 
solution which not create a grudge among the opposite 
part ies . He asked the workers to put their grievances 
before the owners in writing and should not demand for 
an immediate increase of 50-60% and if they failed they 
should fall back to arbitration.6o 
Gandhi and Mr. Chatfield, Collector of Ahmadabad, 
also at tended the meeting. After a long discussion it 
was decided that an increase in wages mus t be decided 
by an arbi trat ion board, which was comprised of 3 
representat ives of group. Gandhi, along with two other 
on belhalf of workmen might named by Gandhi, and Mr. 
Chatfield being president.si 
The provisions which were outlined were that 
under no c i rcumstances wages of Ahmadabad workmen 
would not exceed the wages of Bombay mill-hands. In 
the meantime, notification of cancellation of plague 
Brwon. J, op. cit, p. 115-16. 
"'Desai, A. R, o/p. c//, p.48. 
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bonus was issued. And it was make clear that workmen 
should continue with their work.62 
But after few days the workmen of near about half 
a dozen mills, however in receipt of plague allowance 
stopped working for 4 days. Some of the str ikers even 
threatened the others . Some of the weavers friends 
regret the incident. But on the other hand they alleged 
the mill-owners, tha t they stopped the plague bonous, 
while arbi trat ion board was engaged in its working. 
Attempts were made for an increase of 50% in their 
wages. Finally on 20 February, mill group concluded 
that bonous would be discontinued and increase of 15-
20% would be given.es 
The weavers kept themselves aloof from arbitration 
board and took an oath to close down all the group 
mills, if the employers did not act according to their 
proposed terms. With the result the weavers were paid 
off and technically no longer remained in the employ of 
the mills and Ahmadabad textile mills were also 
confined to spinning yarn. After few days Gandhi 
attempted for revival of Arbitration board, but in vain. 
Then he stepped forward for his own inquires to 
62 
63 
Ibid, pp. 49-50. 
Ibid, pp. 49-50. 
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ascertain the proper increase in the wages, as compared 
to Bombay, he reached to the conclusion, that an 
increase of 35% would be justified one. The weavers 
demand was 50-75, but according to some terms and 
conditions of arbitrat ion board, it should not exceed to 
Bombay workmen. So he calculated an increase of 
3 5%. 64 
J u s t like in Ahmadabad too, a pledge, was 
prepared for Satyagrahis. The pledge s ta tes the 
demands of workers of 35% increase with out which 
they would not resume work and would be law-abiding 
during the lock-out. But the s t rength of Satyagraha 
depends on mass meeting to be held daily for weavers. 
In these mass meeting Gandhi, issued a series of 
leaflets, which contains the details of situation. 
Between 26 February and 19 March, seventeen leaflets 
were published, the one written by Shankara la l banker 
and the others by Gandhi. These leaflets served the 
same purpose as the 'Indian Opinion' in South Africa, to 
propogate the principles of Satyagraha and how to deal 
in a par t icular situation.65 
• Times of India, 18,3,1918, p. 10, cols. 2-3. 
Brown. J, op. cit, p.117. 
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At the time when he was concentrat ing on the 
weavers, he was also appeahng to the employers "He 
reasoned with Sarabhai that a victory for the mill-
owners would have dire consequences for society as it 
would increase 'the arrogance of money.' e^ 
"If you succeed, the poor already suppressed, will 
be suppressed still more, will be more object than 
ever and the impression will have been confirmed 
that money can subdue every one. If despite your 
efforts, the workers succeeded in securing the 
increase, you, and others with you, will regard this 
result as your failure---Do you not see that in your 
failure lies your success, that your success is 
fraught with danger for you? Do you not see that 
your success will have serious consequences for the 
whole society?"67 
By 12 March, the lock out was over and mill-
owners announced, that they would get back those 
workers who would accept an increase of 20%. All this 
resulted in a genuine strike. Gandhi held daily mass 
meeting and shifted his time from evening to morning. 
The workers who were present there, repeats the pledge 
each day and Gandhi encouraged the men to keep the 
pledge taken at the time of lock-out.68 
'"'Ibid,p.\n. 
" Gandhi to Ambala] Sarabhai, I March, 1918, C. W, op. cit.. pp. 229-30. 
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The leaflet mentioned that- "The workers have 
considered all things before taking the pledge and how 
they cannot resume work with out securing a 35% 
increase, whatever may be the temptat ion or the misery 
they may have to encounter. Here in lies their honesty. 
If you weigh a pledge against lakhs of rupees, the 
weight of the pledge will be greater. We are save that 
the workers will never forget this."69 
All these s ta tements asserted moral pressure on 
the owners, Sarabhai , challenged Gandhi with this. 
Gandhi, in his reply assured him, he would not agreed 
upon any pressure to be put on weavers, who wants to 
join the work. By 'pressure ' he meant Physical force. He 
picket the mills because to present those who were 
beginning to re turn to work.'^o 
The relations reached a crucial stage on 15 March, 
when Gandhi made an announcement of fasting, until 
they reached to certain conclusion. Gandhi himself 
stated his motive that to encourage the striker to keep 
their pledge. His leaflet, during the fast reveals that 
how greatly he valued the pledge and was prepared to 
inflict suffering similar to tha t of s t r ikers , and he 
"'"/bid, p. 117. 
™ Gandhi to Ambalal sarabhai, 12 March, 1918, C. W, op. cit, p.256. 
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denied tha t fast was not intended to put pressure on 
mill-owners."^1 
Gandhi 's fast created a whirl in Ahmadabad. The 
mill-owners finally agreed to negotiate and reached on a 
solution on 18 March. On first day of their work they 
received 35% increase, on second day they would 
receive 20%, and from third day unti l the date of an 
award by an arbitrator, they receive 27 1/2%. Professor 
Dhurva, Vice-Principal of Gujrat College, Ahmadabad, 
was selected as the arbitrator. He awarded an increase 
of 35% on 10 August.72 
As set t lement was quite satisfactory for both 
part ies, Gandhi was not happy with it as he believed 
that his fast had put pressure on the mill-owners which 
was against the principle of Satyagraha.^s 
In his speech, he said- "My weak condition left the 
mill-owners no freedom. It is against the principle of 
just ice to get anything in writing from a person or make 
him agree to any conditions or obtain anything whatever 
under duress . A Satyagrahi will never do so."74 
'^ Gandhi, M.K. op. cit, pp 62-4. 
'" Brown. J, op. cit, p. 118. 
'' Ibid, pp. 118-119. 
^^  Speech by Gandhi, 18 March 1918, C W.. op. cit. pp. 265-6. 
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IV 
Uh- ^ .^ 
CHAPTER-4 >., 
^'<^^T}^^'^' 
TOWARDS NON-COOPERATION: RO 
KHILAFAT AND GANDHI 
'The remedy was the Satyagraha movement already 
launched in Bombay Satyagraha was a harmless, but 
unfailing remedy. A Satyagrahi was ever ready is endure 
suffering and even lays down hi life to demonstrate to the 
world the integrity of his purpose and justice of his 
demands. It is the only weapon with which India could be rid 
of the Bills." i 
Gandhi's view vented by Mahadev Desai reckoned the 
Rowlatt Bills as malaise, and Satyagraha, as its only remedy 
which exhibited how much justified are the demands of Gandhi 
in particular and Indians as a whole. 
The instruction of these bills at the legislative council faced 
with the voice of all the non-official Indian members against it. 
Other member were-V.J patel, Malviya, S. N. Banarjee and 
Jinnah. They presented their arguments as followes- "the bills 
were fundamentally wrong, giving powers to the executive that 
only the judiciary should hold, and it was highly inopportune 
after the exceptions that had been raised.2 
' Speech on Rowlatt Bills, Delhi, March 7, 1919, Amrit Bazar Patrika- 13-3-1919, Collected Works of 
Mahatma Gandhi "vol-15, Ahmadabad, 1965, pp.126-7 
- Neimerjer A.C. The Khilafat Movement in India 1919-1924, 1972, pp72-3 
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Rowlatt Bills, as oppressive in nature popularly come to be 
known as the Black Bills. These Bills were proposed to curb the 
revolutionary activities in India. 
Edwrin Montague on August 20, 1917 made an 
announcement that- "the policy of His Majesty's government 
with which the government of India are in complete accord is 
that of increasing association of Indian in every branch of the 
administration and gradual development of self governing 
institution with a view to the progressive relisation of responsible 
government in Indian as an intergeral party of British empire". 
This was the time when the defense of India Act, expired and the 
proposal of Rowlatt Bills were made by a committee headed by 
Mr. Justices Rowlatt. The other members who were the part of 
this committee were Sir Basil Scott, Chief Justices of Bombay, 
C.V. Kumaraswami Sastri, Madras High court judge, Sir Verney 
Lx)vett, member of U.P. Board of Revenue, and P.C. Metter, 
additional member of Bengal legislative council.3 
At this juncture, the British government pasteurized its bi-
faceted attitude on the political scene. On one land, the British 
government showed its faith by announcing self-government for 
Indian while on the other land, contrary to this, it was totally a 
Brown Judith, Gandhi's Rise to Power, Indian Polities 1915-1922, Cambridge 1972, pp-160-1 
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watter of distrust, as the Rowlatt bills snatched "away from the 
people their God-given rights. •* 
In the initial phase of apposition to Rowlatt Bills was a call 
for Satyagraha by Gandhi which resulted in the establishment of 
a Satyagraha Sabha. Bombay presidency was the center of the 
movement, in particular Bombay city and Ahmadabad. 
A gathering was soon Rulers made by Ahamadabad and 
Bombay Home at Gandhi's Ashram. From Ahmadabad were 
Vallabhai Paeil, Chandulal Desai, K. Thakoor, Anusuiya 
Sarabhai others were joined by the members from Bombay such 
as Jamnadas Dwarkadas, Sarojni Naidu, B.G. Homiman, Editor 
of Bombay Chronicle and Umar Sobhani.s 
And there they signed a satyagraha pledge as follows-'The 
Bills known as the Indian Criminal law (Amendment). Bill no. I f 
1919 and the criminal law (Emergency powers] Bill no. II of 1919 
are unjust, subversive of the principle of liberty and justice and 
destructive of elementary rights of individuals on which the 
safety of the community as a whole and the state itself is based 
we solemnly affirm that, in the event of these Bills, becoming 
laws and until they are with drawn, we shall refuse civilly to 
obey these laws and such other laws as a committee to be 
hereafter appointed may think fit and we may further affirm 
Ubid-^ 164 
Uhid-'g 165 
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(that in this struggle we will faithfully follow truth and refrain 
from violence to life, person or property.^ 
Following are some of the noteworthy section of the Bill of 
1919- part IV and V - on the expiration of the defense of India 
Act, every person who was held prisoner under Sec. 37 (at the 
time of the expiration of the Act) and who has in the opinion of 
the local government been concerned in any schedule offence 
and every person who is [on such expiration] in confinement in 
accordance with the provisions of the Bengal State Prisoner 
Regulation 1818, shall be deemed to be in prison under [the 
provision of| part III 
"No order under this Act Shall be called in question in any 
court, or no suit on prosecution or other legal proceedings shall 
lie against any person for anything which is in good faith done 
or included to be done widen this Act. ^ Bill no. I of 1919, was an 
attempt to amend the Indian Penal Code and criminal procedure 
Code in order to crush the dangerous activities prevailing in the 
state. 
"Any person found in possession of a seditions document 
or intending to publish or circulate such documents, will, 
unless he proves that it was his possession for a lawful purpose. 
" Satyagraha Pledge, Amadabad, Feb. 24,1919, New India 3.3.1919, CWMG. Op cit. pp 101-102 
^ Summary of Rowlatt Bills. C. W. M.G. op cit. p.III-115 
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be punishable with imprisonment extending to a period of 2 
years of with fine or with both. ^ 
"This mean that if any book or paper believed to be 
seditious is found in the pocket of an innocent youth ignorant of 
its contents he would be taken to be guilty unless he proves that 
he was carrying it for a lawful purpose. ^ 
"Any person who, having been reused with a restraint 
order, under the provision of this Bill may be directed by the 
local government by any order in writing to abide by any of the 
following conditions 
a) The person in question must not enter or reside or stop in 
any specified area. 
b) He should confine himself to a particular part of British 
India. 
c) He should no address any public meeting called to be 
discuss issues which right lead to breach of peace or public 
excitement or to circulate any written or printed 
information relating to such issues or to extend support is 
any political matter, lo 
Ubid-pAl6 
'' Ibid-p.ne 
'°Ibidp.\\6 
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"This means that even after a person has suffered enough 
for an alleged offence he may not expect to be free form 
harassment by the Government. ^ ^ 
Strong opposition were raised against such oppressive 
measures, through out Indian. Passive Resistance was suggested 
by N.C kilker for such unjust laws. Opposition were even made 
by Anne Besant in her "New India'. 12 
In case if the Bills become law, the entire protest and 
agitation goes in vain. Several reasons were put forwarded by 
Gandhi for opposing such Bills. 
1. He believed that these Bills were the means of distrust and 
repression. 
2. Gandhi's reaction was intransigent not just with the content 
of the bills but also the way in which they were manifested in 
the country without public courtesy. 
3. He overtly opposed the government as it was making the 
people deprived of their "God given rights"i^ 
Gandhi worked with great gusto to repeal the Rwolatt 
Bills by implementing the policy of Satyagraha therefore he 
informed secretary of State E.S. Montague - "This retention of 
Rowlatt legislation in the teeth of universal opposition is an 
affront to the nation. Its repeal is necessary to appease 
national honour. "And so his companion were made aware of 
'' Ibid-p-\\6 
' Brown Judith, op. cit. p. 162 
!bid-pl64 
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the proposal of Satyagraha. His elucidation about limited 
politics was "I think the growing generation will not be 
satisfied with the petitions etc. we must give them something 
effective. Satyagraha is the only way it seems to me to stop 
terrorism. "14 
Gandhi, in his telegram to Private Secretary to Viceroy 
dated Feb 24, 1919, Ahmadabad regarded these Bills as. 'The 
symptom of deep seated disease among the ruling class". 
Gandhi's potential and the infirmity of the British government 
were highlighted in the statement- "those who have been 
associated with me in public work and other friends met today 
and after the greatest deli beration have decided to offer 
Satyagraha and commit civil disobedience of such laws. It is 
necessary to demonstrate that even a government most 
autocratic finally owes its power to the will of the governed.is 
Finally, 6 April, 1919 was observed as a day of humiliation and 
prayers. Demonstrations were lamed with certain admires such 
as-
1) "A 24 hours fast was observed by all adults and was not 
regarded in any from of a hunger strike and was not 
designed to pressurize the government but it was 
'"'/6!V/.-pl64. 
" Telegram to private Secretary to Viceroy, Feb 24, 1919, CIVMG., op. cit, p. 102 
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considered to be a part of Satyagrahi in order to fit them 
for civil disobedience. 
2) "Suspension of all kinds of works, except those in public 
interest was proclaimed Markets and other business 
ventures were closed. 
3) "Public meetings took place in every part of the country 
including villages. ^ ^ 
Laws dealing regarding with prohibited literature and 
registration of news paper were disobeyed by satyagrahi on an 
advise issued by Gandhi on 7 April. Selection of these laws were 
made because it could easily be disobeyed by individual along 
with maintaining non-violence. Hind Swaraj along with four 
other books were banned in 1910 by the Bombay Government. ^ ^ 
Distribution of such renditions material was started by Gandhi 
and his volunteers on 6 and 7 April. Sataygrahi, an unregistered 
sheet was started by Gandhi and other leaders were encouraged 
to circulate it. is 
Promotion of Satyagrah was started by Gandhi in Delhi 
and Amiritsar, after leaving Bombay on 8 April. i9 
The Bombay city witnessed an unread with the arrest of 
Gandhi. Shops were closed down, people started throwing stones 
'"/Zj/rf-pp. 145-146 
'^BrwonJ, Op-cit, pi74 
"* C.W.M.G, op cit. ppl90-191 
'''Brown J, Op. cit, p 174. 
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and transport was interrupted in order to control the people the 
police charged the crowed. Violence occurred in Ahmadabad with 
Gandhi's arrest killings and burning of government offices were 
on scene. Finally government imposed martial law. 20 
A public meeting was called upon by Gandhi in Sabarmati 
Ashram. Here he tried to realize the people of their wrong and 
declared three days fast and asked people large for a similar fast 
and suggested there to confers their guilt. 21 
The worst violent scenes occurred in Punjab particularly in 
Amritsar. There two Punjabi politicians Drs. Kitehlew and 
Satyapal were arrested which again led to mob violence on 10 
April Burning and looting was all around in which four 
Europeans were killed. Martial low was enforced under General 
Dyre. 13 April, 1919 witnessed the most infamous Jallianwalla 
Bagh massacre in history. A crowd of innocent villagers 
assembled in the ground of Jallianwalla Bagh. General Dyer 
blocked the exist points and opened fire. Killing hundreds of 
innocent people. 22 
Gandhi in a state of distress wrote to J.L. Maffey-
"I have made my abode of find utter lawlessness bordering 
almost on Bolshevism. In is a matter of deepest humiliation 
and regret for me ---My faith in Satyagraha remains 
-"/ZjiV/-pl75. 
"' Gandhi, M.K. - My Experiment with Truth, trains. Mahadev Desai, Ahmadabad, 1965, p-573. 
"" Brown, J, op. cit, pl75. 
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undiminished I have some what retraced my steps for the 
coworkers can regulate and restrain crowds and keep them 
peaceful, I propose to refrain form seeking to enter Delhi on 
the other parts of Punjab. My Satyagraha therefore will at 
the present movement be directed against m^ y own 
countrymen.23 Finally Gandhi decided to call off Satyagraha, 
till the people follow the lesson of peace.24 
Gandhi was held responsible for such tragedies that 
occurred in Punjab, by General Dyre and even by some of the 
Punjabi Indian.25 But for majority of Indian, Amiritsar event 
provoked the vigorous feeling of Indian against colonialism.26 
The Amritsar massacre was as 'important as mutiny as it 
created a new situation in 'Indo-British Relation's.27 
Undoubtedly, Rowtatt Satyagraha was a widespread 
movement, but was limited to cities and towns. Gandhi was in a 
need to launch a more broad - based movement for which the 
proposed for 'Hindu- Muslim unity'. 
The congress look an initiative to enquire into Punjab 
atrocities, their was the time when Gandhi was incited for a joint 
conference of Hindus and Musalmans to be held at Delhi to look 
into the khilafat issue. 28 
-"/te/-pl75. 
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The entire format of the national movement was altered by 
Gandhi which was earlier circumscribed to the educated classed 
was identified with the mass movement. This was all possible 
because Gandhi looked into the desecrating condition of the 
Indian masses. 29 
Hindu Muslim cause was greatly supported by Gandhi, 
even before he joined the 'Indian National Congress. He said-
"Hindu Muslim unity is a vital part of my being. It was so when 
khaddar and all village industries were not even conceived by 
me. I was a lad, 12 years old, Just a be ginner in English. It was 
then that all Hindus and Muslim and Paris were sons of the 
same soil and as such were pledge to complete brotherhood. This 
was before 1885, when the congress was born, so 
Khilafat movement and Gandhi's leadership played a vital 
role in Indian National congress, as well as for the country. For 
the first time mass movement was launched which gave a new 
track in Indian politics which was beyond the range of liberalism 
and extremism. Khilafat Movement gave the golden opportunity 
to espouse Hindu- Muslim unity. For Gandhi, Muslim 
participation and of course of the other communities was 
important in order to achieve freedom. The liberals attempt was 
in vain as they were limited to the elite section of society. Gandhi 
' ' Neliru Jawaharlal- The Discovery of India, New Delhi, 1946 p303 
'° Bandopadhaya. J- Social and Political Thoughts of Gandhi, P-171. 
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concept of communal feeling depends on liberal interpretation of 
Hinduism. 3i 
Gandhi's entire life was dedicated against Communalisms 
and he always advocated Hindu- Muslim unity. Gandhi really in 
a true sense appealed to the masses to participate in Indian 
politics. Congress leaders were struck with new type of 
nationalism, where social and economic aspects were taken in a 
very different maaner. According to Woroley, 'nationalism provide 
an" umbrella under which the various classes could be kept 
together. 32 
As soon as the Ottoman empire was defeated, the khilafat 
movement took shape in the period between 1919-20.33 
Turkey was totally crushed in October 1918, the Sublime 
Porte was confiscated. British armies comprised of Indian 
soilders particularly Muslims, occupied Palestine part of Syria 
and Mesopotamia. Soon after the outbreak of war with Turkey, 
the Viceroy declared 'that the Holy places of Arabia, the holy 
shrines of Mesopotamia and port of Jedda world be "immunes 
from attack or molestation by the British naval and military 
forces so long there is no interference with pilgrims from India to 
the Holy Places and shrines in question Lloyd George in his 
Khan Mohammad Afaque, Gandhian Approach to Communal Harmony, Delhi, 1986, p.. 13 
' Neimejer AC- op. cit. pp.77-8 
" Sarkar Sumit, Modern India, Delhi, 1983, p.l95 
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speech on January 5, 1918, said-"nor as we fighting—to deprive. 
Turkey of its capital or of rich or renounced lands of Asia Minor 
& Thrace, which are predominantly Turkish in race—while we do 
not challenge the maintenance of the Turkish empire in the 
homelands of the Turkish race with its capital as 
Constantinople, Arabia, Armenia, Mesopotamia and Palestine are 
in our judgment entitled to a recognition of their separate 
national conditions.34 
With the result in India large number of soilders where 
recruited in the army. 35 
Finally, the pledge was denied by Lloyd George himself-
However, it was a pledge-but what exactly did those pants only 
which were inhabited predominantly by Turks. Nor did it shed 
much light on future relations between the subject people 
whose national aspirations would be acknowledged in some form 
and the new Turkey. 36 
The circumstances, causing apprehension and the feeling 
among the Muslim, that the British were failed to recall their war 
effects, which motivated the Indian Muslims to take up some 
actions. Their existing organization, the Muslim league, took up 
the cause of Turkey's fate Firstly, it was taken up in its Delhi 
'"• Neimeijin A.C, op. cit, pp.79-80 
" Ibid-p-80 
^' Ibid-?,-n 
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session of December 1918. Dr. Ansari, the Chairman of 
Reception Committee propounded that - "the Sultan caliph 
discharged his duties to the satisfaction of Muslims. Therefore, 
the Jazirat-ul-Asab was to remain under his rule. However, Fazl-
ul-Haq in his Presidential Address made few references to 
Turkey and Caliphate. They very next day, Abdul Bari asked to 
abonden the Holy places. 3^  
When Dr. Ansari passed a resolution to safeguard the 
caliphate, J innah pointed out that,- "under the Muslim Leagues 
constitution it had no right to dabble in the foreign politics of the 
governments. 38 
A moderate and radical strand was developed through 
this movement. The moderates had their main concern in the 
Central Khilafat committee, which was comprised of prosperous 
Bombay merchants like Chotani, and the second group was 
comprised of the lower middle classes like journalists and 
Ulema, with their impact over small towns and in the rural 
areas, particularly in the region of United Provinces, Bengal, 
Sind and Malabar.39 
Now the question arises that why this movement created 
its own framework? The reasons are-too many trends of Muslim 
" Ibid-p82 
''^ /bid-p-82. 
Sarkar Sumit, op-cit, p-195 
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thinking was sheltered by Muslim League, which did not gave a 
definite shape to the movement and was unable to define of its 
anti-British and pan-Islamic aspects. The latter trend give 
expression to the congress.4o 
As there was a delay in the settlement of the Turkish peace 
terms Muslim got plenty of time to work up. In September 1919, 
Indian Muslim were in a dire need of such an organization which 
was conceived only for the purpose of supporting the caliphate. 
The first conference was first met on September 21, at Lucknow, 
or otherwise the meeting at Delhi on September 23, which was 
called a s the first Khilafat conference, ^i Soon after words the 
central khilafat committee was founded with its headquarter at 
Bombay and seth Chotani, as president. 
On Nov. 23 and 24 an all-India Khilafat conference met at 
Delhi, which was presided over by Fazl-ul-Haq. Prominent 
participants were-Hakim Ajaml Khan, Sj^ed Hussain and Abdul 
Bari, however it was not in a real sense on All-India affair as the 
large number of delegates were from United Province, Rajputana, 
Sind and Delhi. But once again, Hindu leaders showed their 
presence. On the second day, the meetings was presided over by 
'*" Neinger A.C, op. cit, p82 
" Ibid-p.S,3 
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Gandhi and Swami Shradananda, the Arya samaj leader was 
also present. 2^ 
Azad, rightly pointed out that the campaigning in India was 
firstly directed towards the redemption of the Khalifa and the 
ottoman empire, but afterwards in took up the issue of British 
imperialism Mohammad. Ali was also holding the same point of 
view: "Muslim must fight for Swaraj with their non-Muslim 
brethren, for only in this way would it be possible to achieve the 
I^ilafat aim, "He highlighted the uniformity between pan-
Islamism and nationalism and tried to establish that the entire 
episode of Turkey, involved the Muslim community in anti-
colonial struggle in India and brought them closes to the 
congress under the leadership of Gandhi.43 
Khilafat demands were fully accepted by congress in 1920. 
This was apparent in a letter, wrote by Mohammad Ali in May 
1921- "The Khilafat question, which began with the Musalmans 
gradually become along with the Punjab atrocities, a national 
question, and the greatest nationalist assembly in India, adopted 
the first step of non-violent and non-cooperation".44 
In was rather difficult to distinguish the khilafat 
committees from local congress bodies, Kisan Sabhas, Home 
'-Ibid-p83. 
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Rule Leaguer, volunteer groups as far as their composition and 
political objectives were concerned. The noteworthy feature of 
these meetings was to establish a direct connection between the 
demands of the khllafatlsts and those of the klsans and on other 
hand their aim was the attainment of Swaraj.^s 
The Ulema joined hands with the congres in the struggle 
against British. They playedvital role as this section reaches up 
to the Muslim masses, e^ 
Congress- Khilafat -League entente was also holding an 
Important position. The meetings of these organizations met in 
the same city and at the some time. The JChilafat committees and 
Muslim leagues decisions were directed by the Congress. Not 
only political unity but also the communal harmony was 
prevailing all around. When O. Martin's visited to Noakhall in 
December 1921. he witnessed that 'curious spectacle of Muslim 
and Hindus spinning cotton thread as enjoyed by Mahatma 
Gandhi, as a symbol act indicating Hindu-Muslim unity in the 
attempt to drive the British from India. *'' 
On may 9, 1919, Gandhi made speech in Bombay on 
khilafat in which he said-"There are two things to which I am 
devoting my life permanent unity between Hindus and 
"' Hasan. M, Op. cit, pp. 123-4 
""* Neimjen A.C. op. cit. p.89 
"' Hasan M, op. cit. pp. 125-6 
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Mohammedans and Satyagraha" And on khilafat issue he said-
"I feel that this question is greatest of all greater even than that 
of the repeal of the Rowlatt legislation for it affects the religions 
susceptibilities of millions of Mohammedans. 48 
Gandhi thought that-
"Briefly put the claim is that the Turks should retain 
European Turkey subject to full grantees for the protection 
of non-Muslim races under the Turkish empire and that the 
sultan should control the Holy places of India and should 
have suzerainty over Jazirat-ul-Arab, i.e. Arabia as defined 
by the Muslim servants, subject to self-governing rights 
being given to the Arabs if they so desire." ^ ^ 
This period witnessed in Indian politics the Hindu-Muslim 
fraternity and Gandhi was responsible for commenting the bond 
between the Hindu -and the Muslims by taking up the khilafat 
issue which according to Gandhi provided "such as opportunity 
of wanting Hindus and Mohammedans as would not arise in 
hundred years, so 
Gandhi was more concerned with the Mohammedan 
Question, that is the Khilafat issue, than that of the repeal of the 
Rowlatt act. He stated in Young India- "it goes without saying 
that it is the bounden duty of the Hindus to associate 
themselves with their Mohammedan brethren. It is the surest 
•** Speech on Khilafat, Bombay, May,9, 1919 , C. W., op. dtp. 296 
"^  Neimjes. A. C, op. cit, p.98 
'° Ibid- p. 92 
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and simplest method of bring about Hindu- Mohammedan unity. 
It is the privilege of friendship to extend the hand of fellowship, 
and adversity is the crucible in which friendship is tested. Let 
millions of Hindus show to the Mohammedans that they are 
one with them in sorrow.si 
Finally a programme of four stage non-cooperation was 
announced at Allahabad meeting of the central Klulafat 
committee (1-3 June 1920) which was attended by number of 
nationalist Hindu leaders and was backed by Gandhi.52 
•'*' Hasan M. op. cit, p 128 
" Sarkar Sumit - op. cit, pp. 195-8. 
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Chapter V 
CHAPTER - 5 
THE NON-COOPERATION MOVEMENT 
Mahatma Gandhi, took the initiative of the Non-
Cooperation Movement in order to resist the British 
domination. This non-violent movement shook the 
mighty British Empire. It was a nation wide movement 
by Indian National Congress, under the leadership of 
Gandhi. 
Since afore time, the leader of Non-Cooperation 
claimed tha t it is the highest duty of the Indians not to 
support a government which will not share their 
grievances.! 
After his re turn from South Africa, Gandhi 
organized a satyagraha compaign to s tar t a programme 
of Non-Cooperation in India. 
Gandhi 's passive resistance in South Africa was 
defined by Gokahale in 1909 as follows- "It is 
essentially defensive in its na ture and it fights with 
moral and spiri tual weapon. A passive resister resist 
Bamford P.C., Histories of the Non-Cooperation and Khilafat Movement, Delhi, 1925, p.l. 
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tyranny by undergoing sufferings in his own person. He 
pits soul force against brute force; he pits divine in man 
against the brute in man, he pits suffering against 
oppression; pits conscience against might, he pits faith 
against injustice, right against wrong."2 
The two most severe problem which arose after the 
war and were responsible for the existence of the Non-
Cooperation were- (1) The Khilafat issue and (2) The 
Punjab Wrongs.3 
As soon as the Report of the Congress Enquiry 
Committee was published in March 1920, it touched the 
public sent iments and soon special session of the 
Congress was summoned in Calcutta in September 
1920. The account of this special session of Congress is 
as follows-
"In the meantime the poUtical situation had become 
clearer in regard to the Punjab, the Khilafat and the 
Reforms, and the Punjab debates in both Houses of 
Parliament had destroyed the last vestige of faith in 
the Government. It was generally agreed that the 
timie had come for vigorous action. The Special 
Congress which met at Calcutta in September 1920, 
'Ibid- pp.1. 
Ibid- pp.3. 
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was called upon to consider the programme as well 
as the policy of the Non-Cooperation."* 
Almost all Muslim leaders voted with Gandhi 
except J i n n a h and many non-Muslim leaders were sided 
with C.R. Das, who was opposing Gandhi. The actual 
resolution was - "In view of the fact on the Khilafat 
question both the Indians and Imperial governments 
have signally failed in their duty towards the 
Musslamans of India and the Prime Minister has 
deliberately broken his pledge word given to them and 
that it is the duty of every non-Muslim Indian in every 
legitimate manner to assis t his Musalman brothers in 
his a t tempt to remove the religious calamity that has 
over taken him. And in the view of the first fact that in 
the mat ter of the events of April 1919 both the said 
governments have grossly neglected or failed to protect 
the innocent people of the Punjab and punish officers 
guilty of unsoldierly and barbarous behaviour towards 
them and have exoverted Sir Michal O' Dwyer who 
proved himself, directly or indirectly, responsible for 
most of the official crimes and callous to the sufferings 
of the people placed under his administrat ion, and 
* Ibid-pp.14-16. 
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debate in the house of commons and s|>i^|^5fc-4H'rthj 
house of Lords betrayed a woeful lack of sympathy with 
the people of India and showed virtual support of the 
systematic terrorism and fright fullness adopted in the 
proof of an entire absence of repentance in the matter of 
the Khilafat and Punjab. 
This Congress is of opinion tha t there can be no 
contentment in India without the redress of the two 
wrongs, and to prevent a repetition of similar wrongs in 
future is the establ ishment of Swarajya. This Congress 
is further of opinion that there is no course left open for 
the people of India but to approve of and adopt the 
policy of progressive non-violent non-cooperation 
inaugurated by Mr. Gandhi."^ 
The Non-Cooperation Movement emerged because 
of the fundamental political problems prevailing during 
those days. After the end of First World War, there was 
no guarantee left for consti tut ional reform, the Indian 
National Congress was encountering with serious 
repercussions of the Rowlatt Bills, the Jallianwalla 
Bang Massacre and the Khilafat i ssue. Programme of 
' Ibid-pAG. 
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boycott was laid down along with the promise of 'Swaraj 
in one years ' . Congress leaders made serious efforts to 
mobilize people on a broader platform against British. 
The par t ic ipants of the movement were from all s t rata of 
society professionals and non-professional, men and 
women, bus inessmen, intellectuals, peasants and 
workers.6 
During this period Gandhi along with Ali Brothers 
toured extensively throughout India to preach the 
theory of non-violence and to fight against injustice in 
the same manner . In this context, he delivered a speech 
in Aligarh in August 1921-
"The attainment of Swaraj means that the whole of 
Hindustan should come under our control. Just as 
at present control can be established all over the 
Indian Empire by means of gunpowder, shots and 
aeroplanes, So we proclaim our non-violence by 
means of Non-Cooperation and there is no need to 
fear the aeroplanes and machine guns of the 
government ""^  
The common people - the workers and the peasants 
started joining the national movement during the 
Gandhian period. This is the most striking feature of 
*" Documents of the Non-Cooperation Movement, edt. Bakshi S.R., Delhi, 1989, p.l. 
' Bamford P.C, op. cit. p. 49-50. 
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this period which helped in the growth of the movement. 
And even the capitaUst class, also supported the 
movement actively. Earlier Moderates and Extremist 
both were failed to gain the support of this class. Thus 
the social base of the movement was expanded as every 
section of society joined the movement.^ 
In July, an announcement was made by Gandhi 
regarding the inaugurat ion of the Non-Cooperation 
Movement on 1 August. And in the special session of 
the Indian National Congress in Calcutta, Lala Lajpat 
Rai delivered the Presidential address which was most 
remarkable in its text. It includes extensively the 
political s i tuat ions prevailing in India, particularly in 
Punjab, because of Jall ianwalla Bagh Tragedy and 
imposition of martial law, the Muslim agitation for 
Khilafat, deteoriating economic and social condition, 
due to British rule in India, the efforts made by the 
Congress leaders to gain political aims, and finally the 
modus oprendi adopted by the Indian masses during the 
es tabl ishment of the movement.^ 
' Chandra Bipin; Nationalism And Colonialism in Modem India, Delhi, 1981, p.134. 
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Gandhi realized that British rule in Indian was 
only due to the ass is tance of few Indians, and 
possessions of the other and if the Indians wanted to 
weaken their position so that they could not impose 
intolerable 'wrongs' on the Indian masses , then they 
must shake the foundation of their rule. The only 
remedy he suggested which was the reverse of 
collaboration was Non-Cooperation, lo 
Reading correctly points out - tha t Gandhi's 
domination in the Congress is based on three main 
aspects - newly emerged groups and areas which did 
not part icipated earlier, in nationalism, an alliance with 
Muslim community, which provided him with new thrus t 
areas of politics, a unwilling consent by some political 
leaders.11 
Several quest ions were raised and large number of 
people were of opinion that how this programme on 
Non-Cooperation shall profit them. Gandhi explained-
"Government is an ins t rument of service only in so far 
as it based upon the will and consent of the people. It is 
'" Brown Judith, Gandhi's Rise To Power, Cambridge, 1972, p. 307. 
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an ins t rument of oppression when it enforces 
submission at the point of the bayonet."12 
As soon as the Programme of Non-Cooperation was 
adopted in Calcutta Session of Indian National 
Congress, Congress Organization were given certain 
ins t ruct ions for boycott-
1. "Boycott of titles and honorary offices. 
2. Boycott of government functions such as parties, 
leaves and durbars. 
3. Gradual boycott of government aided schools and 
colleges and establishment of national schools and 
colleges. 
4. Gradual boycott of law courts. 
5. Boycott of reformed councils by candidates and 
elections. 
6. Boycott of recruiting for soldiers, clerks and 
labourers for service in Mesopotamia. 
7. Boycott of foreign goods. 
8. Promotion of Swadeshi by stimulating manufacture 
and distribution of hand spun yarn and hand woven 
cloth of such yarn."13 
The passing of this resolution was considered to be 
the personal victory for Gandhi as most of the Congress 
'" Young India- Oct, 22, 1919. Edt. Biswal S.K and Nanda B.K, "Gandhi's writings andspeeches-To 
the Hindus and Muslims, " New Delhi, 2008, p 8. 
'^  Bakshi S.R, op. cit, pp 278-9. 
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leaders opposed him. All India Congress Committee, and 
assembly of representat ives elected by the members of 
the National Congress was responsible to carry on the 
Non-Cooperation agitation; and the working committee, 
an executive body comprised of 15 congress leaders, 
was responsible for the execution of the policy adopted 
from time to time, under the supervision of All India 
Congress Committee. Provincial Congress activities in 
provinces. And the Working Committee transmitted 
their policy to the District Congress Committees to 
provide Coordination in their work.i^ 
The Nagpur Session of the Congress in 1920, define 
their aim as "the at ta inment of Swarajya by the people 
of India by all legitimate and peaceful means . "And 
National Congress made their object more clearer by 
demanding 'Self-government' but not confined to British 
Empi re . 15 
Gandhi, advised the non-cooperators to give up the 
idea of violence. The Indian masses were now fully 
prepared not to assis t the British government in any 
form. All sections of society were now s tanding on a 
'" Bamford P.C, op. cit. pp. 18-21. 
^' Ibid-^M. 
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single platform to fight the British rule, through non-
violent non-cooperation programme, which was 
commenced with the boycott of foreign rule and 
promotion of Hindu-Muslim unity. The boycott of titles 
were the most ardour but at the same time most 
essential part of non-cooperation programme. It is an 
important item because this class mus t realize that they 
received gift from an unjust or unfair government. And 
it was difficult enough as it was applied to that 
part icular group which was not a part of active public 
life. 16 
As far as boycott of schools and colleges were 
concerned, it was the easiest one as both the s tudents 
and their parents started taking keen interest in 
politics. 17 Between J a n u a r y and march 1921, Congress 
laid emphasis on s tudents to boycott government aided 
schools and colleges. The educational boycott was more 
vigorous in the region of Bengal. Till April, 1921, near 
about 20 headmas ters or teachers resigned per month 
and 11, 157 out of 103, 107 s tuden t s departed from 
government schools and colleges. Number of schools 
'" Bakshi S.R, op. cit. p.279. 
" Ibid-r?.2^Q. 
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and college emerged during this period like Jamia Millia 
Islamia in Aligarh which was later on shifted to Delhi, 
the kashi Vidhya Pith at Bananas and Gujrat Vidhya 
Pith. 442 inst i tut ions were established in Bihar and 
Orissa and 137 in U.P.is 
Government law courts were boycotted successfully 
by the beginning of March 1921, over 180 lawyers 
resigned, 33 in Central Province, 43 in United Province, 
and 43 in Bihar and Orissa. Even some great lawyers 
resigned from their pract ises such as Motilal Nehru and 
C.R. Das. On the other hand local panchayats were set 
up to deal with the cases. In Bihar and Orissa, it 
became so popular that hundreds of cases were taken 
away from government courts in a single day.is Where 
as 866 arbitrat ion courts were established in Bengal 
between Febuarary 1921 and April 1922.20 Gandhi in 
this context delivered a speech in J h a n s i on November 
1920- "We must regard as impure the courts of the 
Government which has become dominical and satanic in 
its nature."21 
'^  Sarkar Sumit, Modern India, Madras, 1983, pp-204-206. 
' Brown. J, op. cit, p.310. 
"^ Sarkar. S, op. cit. p.209. 
-' Bamford PC, op. cit, p.49. 
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Boycott of councils were of great concern because 
the people were unable to unders tand the concept of 
non-cooperation, if their leaders contest the elections to 
the councils.22 
It was in 1921, that Gandhi and All India Congress 
Committee diverted their a t tent ion from boycott of 
schools and law courts to the promotion of Swadeshi. 
Two million charkas or spinning wheels were introduced 
in order to keep up the pace of the movement.23 Graph 
shows a drast ic decline in value of imported cloth from 
Rs. 102 crores in 1920-21 to Rs. 57 crores in 1921-22.24 
It was the duty of every non-cooperator to exempt 
themselves from the use of any foreign product . And at 
the same time Swadeshi was promoted through out 
country.25 
Gandhi laid down some principles for Swadeshi 
Movement as well-
1. "Only hand spun yarn and hand woven cloth should 
be used. 
-^  Bakshi. S.R, op. cit. p.282. 
" Resolution I at Bezwada AICC meeting, 31" March, 1921; The Hindu - 1 April, 1921, Collected 
Worke of Mahatma Gandhi, vol. 19., Ahmadabad, 1965, p.496. 
'^' Brown. J, op. cit, p.313. 
" Bakshi S.R, op. cit, p.284. 
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2. The utmost effort should be made to promote the 
spinning and weaving of such yarn. 
3. All possible improvements should be effected in the 
spinning wheel and the handloom. 
4. We should find out where hand spinning and hand 
weaving are carried on. 
5. At present the main variety of cloth so produced is 
Khadi. We should work to popularize it. 
6. Steps should be taken to promote love of simplicity 
among the people. 
7. Stores should be opened for selling 'hand-spun yarn 
and hand woven cloth made for such yarn."26 
In Navajlvan, 17 July 1921, Gandhi argued "foreign 
cloth was dirt and therefore should be burn t rather 
than given to poor.27 The most striking feature of 
Swadeshi movement was not only the large boneflres of 
foreign cloth but also the promotion of Khadi, which 
became uniform for Indian nat ionalis t leaders.28 
Through out 1921, Labour seems to be frantic, 396 
strokes were conducted which involved 600, 351 
workers with a loss of 6, 994, 420 work days. Jharia 
Session of the All India Trade Union Congress in 
December 1921, witnessed the part icipation of workers. 
^''Ibid-p.307. 
" C.W.M.G, vol.20, Op. cit. pp- 381-2. 
Brown J, op ciX p.313. 
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Regional Congress Leaders were actively participating in 
these s tr ikes, specially in Bengal and Madras. However, 
Gandhi was of opinion that - "In India we want no 
political s tr ikes We must gain control over all the 
unruly and disturbing e lements—We seek not to 
destroy the capital or capitalist, but to regulate the 
relations between capital and labour."29 
Congress s tar ted taking keen interest in the 
organization set up by the Labour Force of India. The 
Congress provided their full support to secure the rights 
of the workers through the organization of Trade 
Unions. Congress was also of the opinion that Labour 
should organize themselves to improve their 
conditions.30 
The next significant move was All India Congress 
committee's session at Bezwada in Madras Presidency 
held on l^t April. It promoted the propaganda tours 
made by Gandhi and Ali Brothers, C.R. Das in Bengal 
along with B.C. Pal, Lala Lajpat Rai in Punjab made 
^^  Sarkar S. op. cit, p.208. 
'" Bamford P.C, op. cit. pp.23-4. 
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their full efforts to boycott government aided schools 
and colleges.31 
The policies which were to be followed by the 
Congress organization and their workers were -
1. "Bringing Tilak Swaraj Fund to one crore of rupees 
before 30 June. 
2. Registering one crore of Congress members before 
30 June. 
3. Introducing 20 lakh of spinning wheels before 30 
June."32 
Collection of Swaraj Fund was essential to put into 
effect the Congress policies. The requirement of fund 
was important for propagation of work, promotion of 
Swadeshi, es tabl ishment of national schools and 
colleges and for those lawyers who resigned from their 
jobs.33 
Gandhi in his speech at Jubbulpore March 1921 
said "The present government is Satanic and wants you 
to become drunkards . It keeps you under subjection 
with the forces maintained from excise revenue."34 
^' Ibid-pp 24-25. 
^^ Ibid- pp. 26-27. 
" Bakshi S.R, op. cit, p.285. 
'"' Bamford P.C, op. cit, p.49. 
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Jud i t h Brown argued in her book - 'Gandhi's Rise 
To Power' tha t 'Temperance movement was not initiated 
by Gandhi or Congress. But it was a movement which 
was anticipated by the orthodox Hindus and Mushms 
who were opposing the alcohoUc drink. It was a part of 
'Sanskritization' which was taken up by Gandhi.35 
However, Sumit Sarkar rightly points out that anti 
hquor campaign under Gandhian programme gave the 
opportunity to lower caste people for their social 
upliftement. The year 1921-22 witnessed a drastic 
decline of Excise Revenue by Rs. 33 lakh in Punjab and 
Rs. 65 lakh deficit in Madras Budget.36 
Gandhi in his speech made at Bombay said - "that 
picketing of liquor shops must be maintained even if 
rivers of blood should flow".37 
The resolution passed in a political conference held 
in Bilaspur stated that - "people should give up 
excisable articles in order to cripple the government 
financially and paralyse the administration."^s 
' Brown. J, op. cit p.315. 
' Sarkar Sumit, op. cit. p.209. 
Bamford. P.C. op. cit. p.50. 
Brown. J. op. cit, p.315. 
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Volunteer Corps were organized at Provincial and 
District levels to maintain discipline and order.39 
The Khilafat Congress alliance laid much emphasis 
on Hindu-Muslim unity and issue of untouchabil i ty was 
also taken up by Gandhi for the first time in national 
politics.40 
The pace and strategies of Non-Cooperation 
Movement varied from region to region. 
In Punjab, the movement was successfully launched 
by s tuden ts walk-out encouraged by Lala Lajpat Rai in 
J a n u a r y 1921. The Akali Movement, led by Shromani 
Gurudwara Prabandkak Committee, which was an 
independent religions movement was identified with the 
non-cooperation movement. The Akalis were fighting 
against the corrupt mohants , who were ruling over the 
Sikh Shrines and had an alliance with British officials. 
In November 1921, Akali's made huge ar res ts as the 
British refused to hand over the keys of the Golden 
Temple t reasury. During this period non-cooperation 
was on its peak which resulted in British retreat and 
Akali pr isoners were released by mid J a n u a r y 1922. The 
•^^  Bakshi S.R-0/7, cit. P.285. 
Sarkar Sumit, op. cit p.209. 
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Akali Movement however adopted a non-violent method 
but 'Babbar Akali', a dissident under Krishna Singh and 
Mota Singh switched to terrorism which made a shift 
from national movement.4i 
In Gujrat, the movement was more stronger than 
compared to Bombay City. As Maharas t r ians were some 
what suspicious about Gandhian policy.^2 
Non-Cooperation was more vigorous in region of 
Andhra delta. Chirala-Parala is a small town in Guntur 
district of Andhra, which resis ts the British 
governement 's policy to make it a municipali ty which 
resulted in increase of local taxes from Rs. 4,000 to Rs. 
30,000. Under the leadership of Duggirala 
Gopalakrishna near about 15,000 inhabi tan ts refused to 
pay takes and migrated to Ramnagar, a new settlement. 
During 1921-22, 'forest Satyagraha' was also started in 
Andhra by tribal and poor peasant in region of 
Rayachoti ta luka of Cuddapah and Palnad Taluka of 
Guntur.43 
*' Ibid,p.2\0. 
""-/bid, p.m. 
'^ Ibid-pp. 214-15. 
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In Assam, non-cooperation developed in the tea 
gardens of Surma valley, where as coolies of Chargola 
demanded an increase in their wages. The rumors 
spread all over about Gandhian Raj, tha t it will going to 
provide them lands in their villages. It is most 
important tha t large number of plantat ion labours were 
from the eastern U.P. district of Basti and Gorakhpur.44 
Unrest prevailed in Bengal when coolies of Assam 
Tea Garden were assaul ted on 20-21 May at East Bengal 
Port of Chandpur . There were har ta ls all over along with 
str ikes which paralysed the entire railway and steamer 
services which was led by J.M. Sengupta in Calcutta. 
Then the third successful har tal was carried on 17, 
November on visit of Prince of Wales.45 
In United Province, 90,000 volnteers were enrolled 
by the Congress by 1922. 137 educational inst i tut ions 
were established by July 1921, of which the most 
important was Kashi Vidhya Pith. This give us an ample 
evidence that U.P. was the strong base of Non-
Cooperation movement.46 
''/bid-pp. 217. 
^^ Ibid-pp. 219. 
*" Ibid- p.222. 
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Jud i th Brown, on other hand, s ta tes "the end of the 
hmited pohtics and the eruption of the latent into a 
pohtical campaign is all clearer when the focus is 
change from an all Indian analysis of the facts of Non-
Cooperation Movement as adopted by Congress to an 
investigation of regional details. There emerges a 
fasinating patchwork of local variat ions as Non-
Cooperation took on local colours and became an 
element and an ins t rument in the power s t ructure of 
each locality, and tangled in the local c i rcumstances to 
a degree which Gandhi and Congress could never had 
envisaged. Gandhi saw non-cooperation as a way of 
invading the whole spectrum of Indian society in a 
political movement. His vision was achieved on a scale 
beyond tha t of Rowlatt Satyagrah because for the first 
time he made contacts with groups of sub-contractors 
who found in the techniques he offered ways of 
defending or promoting their local interest . The result 
was no monolithic political movement. Instead non-
cooperation became a chameleon campaign taking 
colour of its surroundings as it was shaped in each 
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locality by par t icular forces at work and the s t ra ins and 
s t ress of the local power structure".^'^ 
The above citied para by Jud i th Brown reflected her 
views about the Non-Cooperation Movement. She viewed 
the Non-Cooperation movement of Gandhi in a 
fragmented manner . She has asser ted in her writings 
that the various movement carried out in the various 
par ts of the country were related to the local conditions 
and local problems of the said place. She emphasises 
that the movement in various par ts of the country had 
nothing to do with the non-cooperation as initiated by 
Gandhi. She has taken up these movement 
categorically. No doubt, India is a multifaceted country 
and each s ta te , regions posses a distinct culture and 
language and have problems according to their own 
conditions and cultural environment of the places. 
However, up to this extent, we may support Judi th 
Brown in her asser t ions. But the various movement, 
resurrect ions , as carried out in the various par ts of the 
Indian peninsula at the time of the non-cooperation 
movement, though may be looking differently but only 
apparently. As far as the common issue of non-
*'' Brown. J, op. cit, p.322. 
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cooperation movement voiced by Gandhi was fully 
inculcated into these movements as displayed in the 
various par t s of the country. Each and every movement 
through out the nook and corner of the country was 
inconsonance with the non-cooperation movement as 
carried out by Gandhi. 
Women also played a vital role in the entire national 
struggle. Gandhi encouraged women to join the 
movement along with their husbands.^s While 
addressing the Muslim women on different occasions 
Gandhi s tated- "British rule was the rule of Satan and 
exhorted them to renounce foreign cloth to save 
Is lam."49 
According to Sucheta Kripalani, Gandhi laid much 
emphasis on male a t t i tudes; "Gandhi's personality was 
such tha t it inspired confidence not only in women but 
in guardians of women, their husbands , fathers and 
brothers ." As he posses such a high moral character 
"when women came out and worked in political field, 
' Gandhi, Speech at Women Meeting at Patna, CH^MG, vol. XIX, op. cit. pp.67-68. 
' Gandhi, Speech at Meeting of Muslim Women, CWMG, vol, XX, op. cit. p.397. 
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their family members knew that they were quite secure, 
they were protected."^o 
April 6-13, 1921, was observed as Satyagraha week 
by the Congress. Meeting were conducted by women to 
support the movement. In one of the such meetings 
which was addressed by Sarojini Naidu, women decided 
to establish their own organization-Rashtriya stree 
Sangh (RSS). Urmila Devi, widowed sister of C.R. Das 
while addressing this organization, encouraged women 
to serve the nation. About 1,000 women from Bombay 
demonstrated against Prince of Wales's visit to India.^i 
Inspite of government's ban Congress volunteers in 
Calcutta sell Khaddar under the leadership of C.R. Das. 
In this demonstrat ion C.R. Das's son and other 
congress volunteers were arrested. Then Basanti Devi, 
wife of C.R. Das's son, his sister Urmila Devi, and his 
niece. Miss. Suniti Joined the movements and were 
arrested. With the news of their arrest , bulk of people-
Marwaris, Muslims, Bhatias, Sikhs and Coolies, mill-
hands and school boys gathered around until the 
°^ Forbes Geraldine, Women in Modern India, 1996, p. 125. 
' ' Pearson Gail O- "Women In Public Life in Bombay City, with special refrence to the C.D.M, PhD 
Thesis, JNU, 1979, pp. 175-184. 
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release of women. Moreover, 170 protestors were 
arrested on the same day.52 
Gandhi recognized the strength of the women folk. 
In young India, he encouraged women from different 
par ts of the country to follow these brave Bengali 
women. In Ahmadabad, at the All India ladies 
Conference, Bi-Amna, mother of Mohammad Ali and 
Shaukat Ali addressed about 6, 000 women, "where she 
urged women to enroll themselves as Congress 
Volunteers and on the arrest of their menfolk, they 
must took up picket lines and "keep the flag flying."53 
Gandhi appealed not only the ' respectable ' women 
but also the women from middle s t ra ta of society. He 
believed tha t women must have faith in their strength to 
help themselves and the nation.54 
Gandhi message even inspired the "Morally 
indescent", Bengali women. Manada Devi 
Mukhopadhaya wrote in Sikshita Patitat Atma Charitra 
(Autobiography of an Educated Fallen Woman, 1929) 
that how she and other prost i tu tes collected funds for 
Gorbe G, op. cit, p. 126-127. 
Forbes G., op. cit, pp. 126-7. 
Forbes G., op. cit, pp.127. 
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congress in years between 1922-1924, and about their 
participation in C.R. Das Satyagraha against corrupt 
mahant of Tarakeshwara Temple.ss 
Different reasons were responsible for women to 
follow Gandhi. Raj Kumari Amrit Kaur who served as 
Gandhi 's secretary for long 16 years admired Gandhi for 
his fight against injustics. Some women followed him, 
simply because their menfolk accepted him as their 
leader. Motilal's wife Swarup Rai followed Gandhi and 
joined public demonstrat ions . Lado Rani Zutshi , wife of 
Motilal's nephew participated in Congress activities.ss 
Non-Cooperation was a wide spread movement 
joined by every s t ra ta of society. But as the movement 
was on its peak, it was abruptly ended because of a 
violent clash at Chauri Chaura, a place in Gorakhpur 
village. Fearing that the movement took a violent turn. 
Gandhi called off the movement. J awaha r Lai Nehru 
Later on stated that decision of Gandhi was opposed by 
'almost all the prominent Congress Leaders' . Leaders". 
Gandhi defended him by stat ing in Young India, dated, 
16 Feburary 1922, "A passionate rei terat ions of faith In 
^' Ibid-?.128. 
'"ibid-?.129. 
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non-violence. I would suffer every humiliation, every 
tor ture, absolute ostracism and death it self to prevent 
the movement from becoming violent.^7 
Gandhi always preached non-violence. He had 
already suggested the non-cooperation at the very first 
conference, which was held on 23 and 24 November, 
1919, in Delhi to gave up the idea of violence. He said-
"Even if there was a single murder by anyone of us or 
at our instance, I would leave." ^^  
Sarkar. S- op. cit. pp.224-5. 
Biswal S. K. and Nauda B. K, op. cit, p.9. 
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Conclusion 
CONCLUSION 
Finally, we came to the conclusion tha t before 1915, 
there was a chaos and confusion and a kind of a topsy-
turvy conditions with regard to the freedom of our 
country. The conditions prevailed regarding the freedom 
of India were in the hands of elite class, struggling 
haphazardly to achieve freedom. It can be safety said 
that the Indian nat ions were not getting proper 
guidance to s t ream line their struggle to gain freedom. 
But with the advent of Mahatma Gandhi on the political 
horizon after 1915 proved to be a boon for the entire 
India nation. Mahatma Gandhi 's ideology went deep into 
the hear t s of the people result ing in a mass 
mobilization. 
Mahatma Gandhi target the colonial rule by means of 
non-violence and satyagraha. Both these tools proved 
highly successful in bringing down the British Empire 
on its knees. In Winston Churchill 's war system, there 
was nothing to match this political mantra-styagraha. 
As regard Chapter-I, which s ta tes about Mahatma 
Gandhi 's pioneering the racial discrimination 
'Apartheid' in South Africa. His successes in South 
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Africa became a matter of discussion and prominence in 
India. His personality became well-known in the elite 
class of India and to some extent among the Indian 
masses also. Mahatma, after arriving in India, took up 
the same tools of non-violence and satyagraha and 
preached them. His preaching was not confined to 
'words' only but instead he practically entered into the 
life of the masses , lived with them, preached them and 
himself practiced. With the result he went deep into the 
hear ts of the Indian masses which led to a huge 
mobilization of people behind him. This aspect created a 
matter of great concerned for the colonial rule which 
ultimately had to bow-down and India was freed. 
With regard to Chapter II, which deals with the 
exploitation of peasan ts growing indigo in the region of 
Champaran. It was Raj Kumar Shukla, a peasant of 
Champaran persuade Mahatma Gandhi to deal with 
their grievances at Champaran. The British Planters 
forced the peasants to grow indigo at least on %th of 
their respective fields. This practice was known as Tin-
kathia in Champaran. Mahatma Gandhi visited 
Champaran went into the masses , enquired about the 
exploitation, reduced their evidence in writing and 
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raised the voice against such forced plantat ion by the 
British p lanters . At one instance, Mahatama Gandhi's 
life was saved by the cook named 'Baitak Mian', as he 
ordered by his British master to serve poison in his 
glass of milk. 
Mahatma Gandhi 's indulgence in Champaran led to the 
compromise between the British government and the 
peasants giving a satisfactory relief to peasan t s . 
Jud i th Brown's theory of 'Sub-contractor ' s ta tes that 
the various movements in the different par ts of the 
country were based on the local political groups and 
Mahatma Gandhi took advantage of these political 
groups for his benefit for mobilizing the masses against 
the British Empire. Though, actually these movements 
in one way or the other supported Mahatma Gandhi for 
the cause of freedom. Though apparently, the 
movements were localized bu t were motivated by the 
Gandhian philosophy. 
While Jacques Pouchepedas emphasis Champaran 
agitation was totally a peasant outcry regarding the 
brutali ty of the British planters and had nothing news 
to Gandhi. But their agitation could materialize only 
102 
after the interference by Mahatma Gandhi and they got 
rehef to quite an extent inspite of the fact that their 
agitation initiated as far back as 1860. The credit goes 
to Mahatma Gandhi. 
Chapter III, holds the ins tances from Kheda and 
Ahmadabad. The farmers from the kheda region of 
Gujrat were highly perturbed on account of damage of 
kharif crops due to heavy ra ins . And in order to cope up 
with the financial crisis they desired that the British 
government should exempt them from paying the land 
revenue. But all their efforts proved futile. It was 
intervention by Mahatma Gandhi, who took up the 
cause of exemption of land revenue. 
The issue of Ahmadabad revolves around the 'Plague 
bonous ' to the mill-hands. The capitalist class 
rescinded the 'plague-bonus ' after eh epidemic was over. 
But since the working class has suffered a huge 
financial loss, they still demanded the same. Once again 
it was Mahatma Gandhi 's indulgence compelled the 
bus iness community to continue the bonus and was 
agreed at 35%. It was another feather to his cap. 
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The chapter IV, describes about the b ru tah t ies of the 
Rowlatt Act, through which the British were trying their 
level best to curb the political and civil liberties of the 
Indian people. It was Mahatma Gandhi who stood before 
the British empire all alone, observed Satyagraha and 
fast which spoiled its spirit and letter. 
In the meantime, the khilafat movement came into 
existence which related to the securing the seat of the 
Caliph in Turkey, effecting the Muslim masses in India. 
Mahatma Gandhi took it as a great opportunity and 
associated himself with the movement, to espouse the 
cause of Hindi-Muslim unity. This integration caused 
Mobilization of masses by Gandhi irrespective of caste, 
creed or religion. 
Chapter V, related to the const i tuents non-cooperation 
movement forwarded by Mahatma Gandhi. He meant to 
say that British Raj was established on account of the 
co-operation given by the Indian people. He further 
explains the fact that if the Indian masses do not 
cooperate in all dealings with the British Empire, it will 
collapse and we will achieve 'sivaraj'. 
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Last of all, It may be concluded that all through the 
struggle for independence from the yoke of the colonial 
rule Mahatma Gandhi played a crucial role through out 
at various places and gave India and Indians a real life 
to live upon their own. This was all due to the 
mobilization of the masses throughout length and 
breath of country irrespective of their caste, creed, sex 
or religion. 
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